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AUYESTISEMENT. 


8 Infidels, of are, in their writings a- 
gainſt Revelation, have dreſſed up old 
objections in a new form, and enforced them 
with a more enflamed ſpirit, and in more 
indecent terms, it will ſurely be thought 
pardonable in a friend of Chriſtianity, to 
attempt to bring together, under one point 
of view, the principal arguments that Chri- 
ſtians have to urge in defence of their faith. 
The ſummary that is offered in the follow- 
ing D1iscoURSE may be uſeful to ſome 
who cannot read large volumes, or rightly 
connect what is contained in them. If the 
attentive peruſal of it ſhould ſerve, through 
the Divine Bleſſing, to inſpire any one per- 
{on with a regard for the ſacred Scriptures, 
and a real eſteem of Chriſtianity, it will 


yield the author a pleaſure of the nobleſt 
kind, 
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Nr. e have not followed cunningly devi iſed fables, — 


ur fundamental truths of religion 
are of ſo great importance, and their | 

> 1-1 e is ſo clear, that inattention 

to them muſt be wholly inexcuſable, and a 

diſregard of them criminal to à very high 
degree. The idea of a firſt and intelligent 
cauſe naturally preſents itſelf to the mind, 
when we think on our own exiſtence; and 
on all that is around us: and the glorious 
perfections of the Deity are, you knows ma- 
nifeſted to his rational creatures itt alt the 
works of his hands, through this great world, 
which hath been reared up by his power, 
My A and 
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ad the ſeveral parts of which have been 
arranged by his wiſdom, and united into one 
beautiful and harmonious ſyſtem. The in- 
viſible things of God, from the, creation of the 
world, may be clearly ſeen, being under ſtood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead. It is further evident, that he 
who is the Creator muſt be alſo the Lord 
and Governor, of the univerſe, to whom it 
belongs to uphold all things by the word of 
his power, to direct the courſe of nature, to 
fuperintend all events, and to rule over his 
intelligent creatures in a manner that is ſvit- 
able to their nature. His authority over 
them is unqueſtionable; and when they at-: 
tend to his moral perfections, to the conclu - 
ſions of reaſon, and to their own experience 
and inward feelings, they muſt be convinced 
that they are the ſubjects of his government, 
and accountable to him for all their con- 
duct. Reverence, love and religious wor- 
thip, muſt ever appear to be due to him on 
account of his glorious excellency, his ſu- 
preme authority, his abundant goodneſs, 

and 


K ) 
and all its daily and wonderful effects: it 
ſurely becomes dependent creatures to ac- 
knowledge their depetidance, and the objects 
af his bounty to be thankful to the muni- 
ficent Giver of all good. When we attend 
alſo to our circumſtances in this preſent 
ſtate, and our need of each others aſſiſt- 
ance; and when we conſider ſome of the 
trong propenſions of our nature, we mult: 
be perſuaded, that we are formed for ſocie- 
ty by our great Creator, and that we are 
under ſtrict obligations to the exerciſe of 
juſtice and benevolence, of equity, humani- 
ty and mercy. Theſe are undoubtedly im- 
portant truths and duties, which require our 
Auen ang moſt e, attention. 


Box: beſides theſe, che Ho of religion 
compu in the- ſcriptures includes ſeveral 
particulars, . the, truth of which cannot be 
deduced merely from natural light or rea- 
ſon; and therefore muſt be confirmed in 
another manner, and with that ſort of evi- 
dence hien is peculiarly proper to them. 
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Yer if this plan be indeed true and di- 
vine, they to whom it is publiſned, and who 
have an opportunity of examining its truth, 
but neglect to do ſo, muſt ſurely be as inex - 
cuſable as if they diſregarded natural 'reli-' 
gion; for the goſpel claims to be the voice 
of that ſovereign Belng who made and go- 
verns the world, and who will judge it in 
righteouſneſs: the inquiry therefore, whe- 
ther this claim be a juſt one or not, muſt be 
obviouſly of the greateſt conſequence; Our 
knowledge of his will, and of our duty, is 
the happy reſult of a right inquiry: and if 
God hath been pleaſed to give a revelation 
of his will to guilty apoſtate creatures, in 
order to their being led into the way of 
peace and ſalvation, how can it be looked 
vpon as a matter of little moment, whether 
they to whom it is made known ſnhould ſe⸗ 
riouſſy conſider it, or Fre” Gen teh th _ 
gerd! it? 81 . 


* 
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A late writer on the fi 9e of infidelity ac- 
knowledges, That Chriſtianity is a reli- 
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gion fonnded upon facts, and that if the 
facts can be proved to be true, the divine 
original and authority of the Chriſtian re- 
« ligion-are eſtabliſned:ꝰ and hat he re · 

quireth is, That theſe facts ſhould. be 
proved, as all other paſt facts that are wor- 
« thy of credit are proyed, to wit, by good 
«+ hiſtorical evidence *. According to this: 
conceſſion then, if the ſcripture hiſtory can 
be ſo eſtabliſhed, and if it can be proved, 
that the ſacred records have been tranſmit- 
ted to us with ſuch a degree of evidence as 
we may ſafely build our faith upon, they are 
to be received as true, and conſequently the 
Chriſtian n is n A en revela- 
tion: ing ; 


- . Wn 


Novnnhanranodes ry Lordfhip's 
peremptory - aſſertions to the contrary, the 
proof he requireth hath been given, in the 
moſt convincing manner, by the friends of 
9 and un ne have GR 


* Lord Bellach Letters on the tudy and uſe of hiſtory, 
vol. J. p. a 
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to what this author bas thrown out upon 
this ſubject, and upon religion in general, 
throughout his writings, will, perhaps, be 
apt to think, that his arguments amount to 
little more than an impotent effort, by falſe 
repreſentations and foul invectives, to pour 
diſgrace upon the principles of religion; 
nay, to extirpate all ſenſe of it, if * 
aur aud the minds of ** n (att Humor 
* * 
pf is 1 at en to ine a |ſhoet 
and comprehenſive account of the evidence, 
and chiefly of the external evidence, of re- 
vealcd religion: indeed, to ſtate: the argu- 
ment fully, would be much beyand the 
bounds of a diſcourſe of this nature: nay, 
a proper abridgement is hardly to be ex- 
pected ;' yet fo much is intended, as may 
ſerve, to illuſtrate and eſtabliſh the truth of 
the Apoſtle's words in the text, and to ſhew 
the falſchood and folly. of their bold aſſer- 
tions, who dare to ſpeak of Scripture-hiſtory 
as containing a heap of extravagant fables, 
*© that deſerve no credit; and doctrines that 


«6. are 
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«ape: ce * ne n to 

„ mankind *. ein 

„ Eli pu 3anng Ut þ 1 

Im the firſt ani 8 I mal Wannen 
to ſhew'the authenticity and credibility of 
Scripture-hiſtory, and in the ſecond place, 
to illuſtrate its high importance and excel- 
lency. Here it will be proper to begin 
with the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. 
It hath indeed been aſſerted, That with- 
« out Chriſtianity we have no obligation 
eto believe the Old Teſtament; that the 
New Teſtament is quite independent on 
the Old, and borrows no authority from 
it; and that the Hebrew original de- 
« ſerves no better credit, than the fabulous 
« ſtory of the Septuagint tranſlation .“ 
But all this is talking quite at random: for 
the Scriptures of the Old, and of the New 
Teſtament, and the divine doctrines con- 
tained in both, are intimately connected to- 
gether; whilſt; at the fame time, antient 
facred iſtevy bath © A r 
27.8 2851. HDM N to V e 


e &e, vol. I. p. 129. c. 
+ Vol. I. p. 85. and 94. 
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of its' own, which onght to be particularly 
conſidered, and which muſt have influence 
on the minds of all honeſt inquirers after 
truth. Let it be premiſed then, as an ac- 
knowledged matter of fact, that there was 
ſuch a nation as the ſews, in very antient 
times, whoſe religion, government, and ge- 
neral polity, were founded upon a bock 
which contains their law, ſaid to be given 
them by Moſes, as from heaven the hiſto- 
ry of the firſt ages, and of their on nation, 
with certain prophetic books and other 
writings, which they believed to be divine- 
ly inſpired. Their law is ſaid to have been 
put in writing by Moſes, at the divine com- 
mand, that they might have an exact know- 
ledge of it, and that this knowledge might 
be tranſmitted from age to age. Its pre. 
cepts were enforced with very ſtrong ſancti- 
ons of rewards and puniſhments, aud the 
commiſſion of the Jewiſh 7 lawgiver is ſaid 
to have been atteſted by. a ſeries of ſur- 
priſing miracles. This law was given. to 
the poſterity of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 
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to each of whom we find there are promiſes 
recorded, that our of their ' ſeed ſhould a- 
riſe a Saviour to all the families of the 
earth. In fine; the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament alſo contain the hiſtory of the 
Jewiſh nation, from Moſes, to their firſt 
captivity, which was threatned againſt them 
in the law, and afterwards predicted by the 
prophets that aroſe amongſt them; in whoſe 
writings we have particular accounts of the 
extraordinary interpoſition of Providence 
in the affairs of that people ; of their na- 
tional proſperity while they continued in the 
worſhip and obedience of the one true God, 
and of the awful puniſhments which follow- 
ed their diſobedience; together with expreſs 
promiſes of a particular perſon, who was in att 
eminent ſenſe to be their anointed Prince and 
Saviour. Now, if the great facts, upon which 
the Divine authority of this law is founded, 
be indeed true, do they not ſet before us 4 
grand ſcheme of Providence, in which man- 
kind in general have an intereſt, and which 
therefore calls for our moſt ſerious regard? 
* TuAT 


2 —— — 


GY 
Tua Moſes was author of the law, and 
the hiſtory that goes under his name, we 
have the full aſſent of the Jewiſh nation in 
all ages, and from the time in which the 
law is faid to have been given by him to 
that people. Antient hiſtorians too, among 
the Heathens, bear teſtimony to this; the 
quotations out of Chæremon and Manetho 
which are found in Joſephus, ſhew us the 
venerable opinion which the Egyptians en- 
tertained of his wiſdom; Diodorus Siculus 
and Strabo rank him with the moſt renown- 
ed lawgivers: Longinus's remarkable teſti- 
mony concerning him is well known. In 
thort, the evidence is as full as the nature 
of the ſubject admits, and ſuperior to that 
which is admitted on like ſubjects, without 
the leaſt heſitation. The hiſtory of Athens, 
for inſtance, of Sparta, and of Rome, tells 
us, that there were ſuch perſons as Solon, 
Lycurgus, and Numa, who framed laws by 
which thoſe commonwealths or ſtates were 
governed : this we readily believe, and we 
have the ſame, nay ſuperior inducements 
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to believe the legiflation and civil rule of 
Moſes. | 


In the firſt place then, with regard to the 
common ſcriprure hiſtory, or the courſe of 
ordinary events related in it, as diſtinguiſh- 
ed from miracles and the prophetic hiſtory, 
a few inſtances will make it evident, that it 
has all the characters of credibility that 
can be reaſonably demanded. Moſes gives 
an account of the creation of the world, 
and marks the time, which is not ſo diſtant 
as ſome fabulous relations of pagan antiqui- 
ty have pretended. This account, inſtead of 
being contradicted, is ſtrongly confirmed by 
the natural and civil hiſtory of the world, 
by the late invention of arts, and the found- 
ing of cities ; by the riſe and growth of em- 
pires, the planting of colonies, and the writ- 
ing of hiſtory : none of which do we find fo 
antient as the time of the creation fixed by 


Moſes git We are further told, that the 
« S241 15 earth 


* There are fore eds writers indeed, who affect to talk in 


a different ſtrain, and in a very deciſive ſtyle concerning the Ba- 
| byloniſh 
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earth was overflowed with a deluge of war 
ters. Of this all ancient as well as modern 
nations, however barbarous and unlettered, 
have ſome tradition: and do not the con- 
4ents ſtill remaining, near the earth's ſurſace, 
demonſtrate that ſuch hath been its fate? 


The exuviæ of ſea creatures, the numerous 
beds of ſhell fiſh, and other ſpoils of the 


ocean, found not only in iſlands, but in con- 


tinents, and depoſited in the higheſt moun- 
tains, 


byloniſh and Chineſe chronology; as though it reached backwards 
many thouſands of years: and this chronology, as they ſay, is 
fupported by aſtronomical calculations. It is truly ſurprizing, 
that men of learning ſhould ſpeak in this manner; though it is 
not ſo, that many ſhould be impoſed upon by theſe aſſertions. 
Hipparchus and Ptolemy, who had accurately" inquired into all 
the antient monuments and memoirs,” do not ſpeak of any aſtro - 
nomical obſervations among the Egyptians and Babylonians, prior 
to the age of Nabonaſſar, who began his reign 747 years before 
the Chriſtian Ara ; and, with reſpect to the ſuppoled aſtronomical 

obſervations of the Chineſe, by which ſome would ſupport the fa- 
bulous hiſtory of that nation; it is long ſince the celebrated 
Caſlini and many others have ſaid enough to diſcredit all theſe 
as late inventions. Nay, it is well known to thoſe who have in · 
quired exactly into that matter, and is indeed acknowledged by 
learned men among themſelves, that, till about four hundred years 
before Chriſt, their hiſtory, inſtead of meriting belief, is not en- 
titled to the leaſt regard. It meets with it, nevertheleſs, from 
thoſe who ſhew themſelves well inclined to entertain any ſenti- 
ments, how ill founded ſoever, which may ſerve io diſparage what 
is contained in the Holy Scriptures. 


1 
tains, are all authentic monuments of the 
deluge.” Moſes relates the manner of the 
earth's being repeopled by the family of 
Noah, after their diſperſion : and doth. it 
not ſtrongly confirm the truth of this rela- 
tion, that, frem the moſt diligent ſearch 
into all the records of antiquity and monu- 
ments {till extant, it appears, that the world 
hath been repleniſhed in the manner which 
the ſacred hiſtorian deſeribes, and nearly a- 
bout the ſame time, counting backwards 


from known periods by the moſt ACCurate 
rules? 


Tux facred hiſtory informs us, That the 
founders of cities were the inventers of arts; 
that the firſt civil governments aroſe from, 
and were formed upon, the plan of the pa- 
ternal: prophane hiſtory ſpeaks the ſame 
language; and does not experience alſo, and 
the natural courſe of things, ſupport this 
account? The book of Geneſis lets us know 
how narrow were the bounds of antient 
kin n which were afterwards gradually 

' enlarged; 
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enlarged ; and prophane hiſtory teſtifies the 
truth of this. Again, as to the firſt forms 
of government, Moſes tells us, that the 
moſt ancient nations, the Babylonians, 
Aſſyrians, Egyptians, Elamites, thoſe who 
dwelt on the banks of the Euphrates, and in 
Paleſtine, were all ſubject to kings. Pro- 
phane hiſtory perfectly agrees with the ſa- 
cred in this particular, informing us alſo of 
the limited authority of theſe kings. The 
origin of this kind of government is alſo 
accounted for by Moſes: the firſt ſovereigns 
owed their elevation to the ſervices they 
had rendered to the ſociety ; and the annals 
of all nations confirm the truth of this ac- 
count, by referring it to the ſame origin. 


To come further down, Moſes informs 
us, that the children of Iſrael, after :a long 
abode in Egypt, went out a mighty people, 
and in a hoſtile manner, to ſeek new habi- 
rations : of this have we not (beſides the 
internal evidence ariſing from the Jewiſh 
ritual) all the external proof that can be 

_ deſired, 
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deſired, from the concurrent teſtimony of 
many antient writers? Strabo, for inſtance, 
a moſt judicious hiſtorian, relates That 
«+ Moſes retreated from Egypt, with a 
number of virtuous followers, on being 
* diſlatisfied with the idolatrous . worſhip 
0 of the Egyptians: that he entertained 
«« juſter apprehenſions of the Divinity than 
«© the Egyptians, or Libyans, or Greeks ; 
and therefore, rejecting all uſe of images, 
he determined to dedicate to Him a 
„ temple worthy of His nature. On this 
«« principle he perſuaded and brought over 
„ many good men, and led them forth in- 
to that country where now. Jeruſalem is 
built: and that they continued there 
«« praQtizing righteouſneſs, and the true 
«« worſhip of God, for ſome time; but af- 
** rerwards degenerated #,”? 


Tn vs Beroſus alſo, wWho wrote a chrono 
logical hiſtory of Chaldea and the neigh- 


bouring countries, from the flood of Noah, 
whom 


* Vid. Strabo, Lib, 16; 
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whom he mentions by name, to the cbſi⸗ 
queſt of Babylon by Cyrus, relates the de- 
ſtruction of the Egyptian hoſt under Pha- 
raoh, in the Red ſea, and nearly agrees with 
Moſes as ta the time when this event hap- 
pened. Another hiſtorian, Artapanus, gives 


an account of the Iſraelites having paſſed 
the Red ſea with ſafety under the conduct 
of Moſes, at the fame time that it was re- 
ported by the inhabitants of Heliopolis (a 
town in Egypt near the Red ſea) that Pha- 


rach and his hoſt were drowned in it “. 
The truth of this piece of Jewiſh hiſtory is 


farther confirmed, by the names that were 


gue to ſereral "parts | of this country 
through 


1 — authord, confirming the general 
ftory of the Iſraelites, are preſerved by ſeveral Chriſtian writers 
df the firſt ages; and by Joſephus che Jewiſh hiſtorian, in his 
writings againſt Apion of Alexandria. This Apion traduced the 
Jews with a virulence proportionate to his ipnorance of that peo- 
ple ; which, perhaps introduced him to Lord Bolingbroke's favour. 
The author of the characteriſlicks, before him, had taken his ac- 
count of their migration, and their hiſtory from Tacitus and 
r all the proper means for acquiring any 

true knowledge of that nation, retail the moſt improbable and 
ridiculous ſtories concerning them. The inexcuſable partiality of 
both the noble writers will appear, from the important teſtimony 
given to the truth of Moſes's account by the moſt judicieus and 
antient hiſtorians, one or two of whom have been cited above. 


FE 

through which the Iſraelites paſſed in their 
departure out of Egypt; which names they 
retain to this day. The road which they 
took through the wilderneſs of the Red ſea 
is called, by the Arab inhabitants of the 
country, The road of the children of Iſtuel: 
the mountain which borders on the Red 
ſea, where the Iſraelites paſſed, is called 
The mountain f deliverance: the ſprings of 
water on the oppoſite ſhore, are known alſo 
to this day by the name of The fountains of 
Moſes. The Arabs too at Corondel preſerve 
a tradition, that near this place, which is 4 
good way below the extremity of the gulph 
of the Red'ſea; à numerous hoſt was for- 
merly drowned “. Beſides thoſt already 
mentioned, other Heathen authors have re- 
lated the departure of the Hebrews out of 
Egypt, and ſome parts of their ſubſequent 
hiſtory. The facts they record as true, 
from the concurrent teſtimony of all anti- 
quity; though cheir ignorance and invete- 

rate prejudices againſt the Jews induce them 
908 C "I 
e Ser Dr. Shaw's uavels into Syria and the Holy Land, 
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to give a very unfavourable account of 


theſe facts. Both Juſtin and Tacitus men- 
tion Moſes by name, as the leader of the 
children of Iſrael, and they ſay, that he pre- 


tended to a divine commiſſion, and, by his 


prudence, delivered his people from their 
enemies, —and at laſt gained a ſettlement 
for them in Judea by expelling the original 
inhabitants *. To all this it may be added, 
That the accounts we have of the country 
about Sinai, from travellers of the moſt 
unſuſpected judgment and veracity, are a 
ſtrong confirmation of the truth of the Mo- 
ſaical hiſtory. Among other things, they 
tell us, That the rock of Horeb bears to this 
day very ſtriking marks of the miracle faid 
to have been. wrought by Moſes. The 
particulars of their deſcription are ſuch as 


muſt even ſtagger the moſt obſtinate in- 


Cx edulity To 


To give but one inſtance more with re- 
lation to Scripture-hiſtory in general, we 
. a * I are 

a Juſtin, lib. 36. cap. t. Tacit. hiſt. lib. 5. 
+ Shaw's travels, and Dr. Pococke's deſcription of the Eaſt; 
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are told; that after the Jewiſn ſtate had ſub- 
ſiſted for a long courſe of years, ten of the 
tribes revolted, and were afterwards, at dif- 
ferent times, ſubdued and catried captives 
into Babylon and Aſſyria; that thoſe parts 
of Judea which they had poſſeſſed were re- 
peopled by Eſarhaddon with a new colony 
from Babylon, and from Cutha, from Avah, 
from Hamath and Sepharvaim, who came 
and dwelt in the cities of Samaria, and took 
up with ſo much of the Jewiſh religion as 
had been retained by thoſe ten tribes, after 
their revolt from the houſe of David ;— 
preſerving as ſacred the ſive books of Mo- 
ſes, and conforming to the; worſhip of the 
true God; which their - deſcendants, re- 
maining in that country, have continued to 
do ever firice;—there being at this day a 


Samaritan ſect at Naploſa, the antient Sy- 


chem of ſcripture:—a ſtanding and amaz- 
ing witneſs to 2 truth of this _ of Jew- 
iſh hiſtory *. | 
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* See MaundreVs journey from Aleppo to Jeruſalem. 


( 20 ) 
\ Taxsr few examples, out of many, ara 
ſufficient to ſhew the credibility of antient 
hiſtory contained in the books of the Old 
Teſtament, if men will but conſider them 
in the manner in which they conſider the 
ee: of all antient . dee e 0 
N 1590 
ar it be ke fant e That 
as the general ſtory of the Jews is confirmed 
by Heathen authors, ſo all the civil tranſ- 
actions related in the Old Teſtament are 
plainly credible; nor does it contain any 
thing of this kind that is repugnant to the 
experience of mankind: events follow one 
another by a natural ſucceſſion, as in all o- 
ther hiſtories; © every thing related appears 
agreeable to the manners of the age, and 
cuſtoms of the country to which it refers; 
and the characters deſcribed in it have all 
the marks of internal credibility. Theſe 
circumſtances will ſurely be regarded by the 
unprejudiced, as ſtrong preſumptions in its 
fayour, However, 


® 4 
4 
* 
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( 21 ) 
IT hath been alledged, i with Aa view to 
derogate from the Authority of the Old 
Teſtament hiſtory, that though the writers 
of antiquity bear teſtimony to the generat 
ſtory vi the Iſraelites, and their having 2 
leader and legiſlator! called Moſes ; yet the 
particulars of their hiſtory; were very much 
unkftown, and their nation diſregarded by 
foreigners . In anſwer to this let it be ob- 
ſerved, That the hiſtory of the Jews includes 
the peculiar diſpenſation! of Providence to- 
wards that people, and their tranſactions 
with their neighbours ;, but the ftary of the 
reſt: of mankind is only occaſional: their 
{acred-bogks were deſigned chieffy for their 
own uſe, and were to be preſerved for the 
ſake of future ages: they were deſigned to 
e{tabliſh a ſett of laws for their particular 
{tate ; to inftru& them in the knowledge of 
their Maker, and the obedience He requir- 
cd ; and ta point out to them the Saviour 
who was to come. No wonder then though 
this Oe" I ee . by: 
1 93 ſtrangers: 


* Lord Bolingbroke's Letters, vol. ]. p. 84, &c 
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ſtrangers: it was not written like other 
hiſtories, where the ſucceſs of all human 
affairs is attributed to the exertion of hu- 
man policy and courage: the Hebrewpeople 
are repreſented as having the Supreme Being 
for their monarch and legiſlator, as well as 
their God: it was He who gave them laws, 
and Moſes was only His miniſter. In their 
ſingular hiſtory all events are attributed to 
the immediate direction of God, and the 
good or bad ſucceſs of all their enterprizes 
is ſaid to depend upon Him: their proſperity 
is aſcribed not merely to any addreſs or in- 
duſtry of their own, but to the all- po 
benediction of God, and unproſper 
vents to His juſt diſpleaſure againſt them 
for their iniquities; in a word, this funda- 
mental ſalutary leſſon of practical religion 


runs throughout the Old Teſtament, that 


the favour or the diſpleaſure of the Moſt 
High depended ſolely on their obedience or 
diſobedience to His laws. The very uncom- 
mon nature of this their religion and polity 
may be a probable reaſon why their nation, 
and 


( '23 1 
and their hiſtory, was neglected by foreign- 
ers; not to mention, that almoſt all the an- 
tient Pagan hiſtorians were totally cee 
of een * nn 


Bu T, it is ſaid, ak od Wande fads 
recorded in the Jewiſh ſcriptures never- ob- 
tained any credit in the Heathen world *. 
The evidence we have for the truth of theſe 
facts will preſently be conſidered ; in the mean 
time, it is not eaſy to ſee for what purpoſe 
this objection ſerves. Inſidels ſurely would 
not have believed the miracles of Moſes and 
prophets, though Pagan writers had 
both atteſted and ſworn to the truth of 
them: but how indeed could it be expected 
that theſe marvellous facts ſhould obtain 
credit in the Pagan world? The Heathens 
could not have acknowledged them, and 
yet continue Heathens, becauſe the ſyſtem 
of religion eſtabliſned by them was abſolute- 
ly ſubverſive of the whole fabric of idolatry 
to which the 2 2 was 4 exceſſive- 


5 r and L. Baling. 
Philof. EM: vol. III. p. 282. 


( 24 ) 
ly devoted. Is it not enough that this 
hiſtory was believed and regarded with the 
higheſt veneration by that people amongſt 
whom the memory of the laws aud facts 
had been conſtantly preſerved? Could more 
be reaſonably expected, even admitting 
their miraculous hiſtory to have been ever 
ſo well founded? We have, however, the 
concurrent teſtimony of Heathen writers for 
the common hiſtory of the Jews, and-the 
truth of Moſes's legiſlation and civil rule 
and this is all we have called them for; 
only let it be attended to, that as it is an ac- 
knowledged fact, that the belief, and wor- 
ſhip, of the one true God was eſtabliſhed 
and preſerved, through a long courſe of 
ages, among the Jews, when the Gentile 
nations were ſunk in idolatry ; this remark- 
able event ſeems to give a peculiar credibi- 
liry to the hiſtorical evidence for the mira- 
cles of Moſes and the prophets: becauſe, ac- 
cording to the obſervation of a great writer, 
+ Theſe miracles are a full ſatisfactory ac- 
« count of this event, wann plainly wants 

| 46 to 


OS. } 
te to be accounted for, — cannot other. 
10 wiſe “. * 8 


II. Ir is remarkable, that thoſe parts of 


the Jewiſh hiſtory, which give an account of 


the peculiar diſpenſation of Providence to- 
wards that people, are inſeparably connected 
with, and founded upon, miracles; that is 
to ſay, the extraordinary acts of Divine 
power recorded by Moſes accompany the 
laws, and give them all their authority 
theſe laws ſuppoſe the truth of the facts, 
and have à manifeſt relation to them; and 
this conſtitutes an eſſential difference be- 
rween the miracles of Scripture-hiſtory, and 
thoſe ſtrange events or wonderful tales which 
are recorded in prophane writings; as in 
thoſe of Herodote, for example, or of Livy, 
where ſuch things are mentioned in a de- 
tached manner, and have no relation to the 


train of ordinary events, which go on as well 


without them. Further, as the laws of Mo- 

ſes were received with great veneration, ſo 

—A. the 
* Biſhop Butler's Analogy, part IT, chap. 7. 
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( 26 ) 
the facts were in like manner received and 
believed by the people, in all ages, ſrom the 
time in which thoſe laws are ſaid to have 
been given. The queſtion is, What evi- 
dence had the Jews for theſe miraculous 
facts, which gave authority. to their low and 
Its ee | 


| | — 5 That they had the fulleſt evi- 
dence, who were eye. witneſſes of them; and 
that their poſterity, in every age, had ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for believing their truth; as we 
too have at this diſtance of time, and con- 
ſequently for believing the reality of the 
peculiar diſpenſation of Providence towards 
that people. Here let it be obſerved, 

. That the facts which Moſes relates, 
and which gave his laws all their efficacy, 
were of a moſt public nature; expoſed to 
the eyes of the whole nation, and of which 
the dulleſt underſtanding could not but be 
ſenſible. The whole people were witneſſes 


of 


( 27) 

of 'the terrible plagues with which Egypt 
was puniſhed. They ſaw the Red ſea o- 
pening a paſſage for them, and cloſing to 
overwhelm Pharaoh and his hoſt. They 
were fed forty years with manna from 
heaven, and drank of the brooks which 
were made to flow from the rocks. Theſe 
were miracles of which the people were 
not only ſpectators, but themſelves the mat- 
ter and object, to ſpeak ſo. They were 
witneſſes alfo of rhe awful circumſtances at- 
tending the giving of the law at Mount 
Sinai, and of further demonſtrations of Al- 
mighty Power, both in the wilderneſs, and 
after their ſettlement 1 in Canaan, 4 


2. To preſerve the memorlab of theſe 
things ſolemn rites were inſtitured, and 
public feſtivals appointed, from the time in 
which thoſe ſacts were ſaid to be done, 
Sacred hymns were alſo compoſed by Moſes, 
Deborah and 'others, in memory of the 
ſacts, and ſung by all the Iſraelites; ſo that 
their certainty could not be called in * 


D 2 on 
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on by the moſt incredulous: accordingly 
the remembrance of them was conſtantly 
preſerved among the Jews in all ages. In all 
the ſucceeding monuments and records of 
their nation, in their prophetic writings and 
liturgy, there was till a conſtant reference 
to theſe facts as of undoubted credit; and 
hence it was that the laws of Moſes were 
both at firſt ſubmitted to *, and continued to 
have authority over them. It is true they 
ſometimes ſwerved from their allegiance 
from God, when they worſhipped Him in 
an image, as in the golden calves, which 
was the ſin of Jeroboam, and when they 
worſhipped other gods beſides Him, as Baal- 
im and the hoſt of heaven, which was the 
fin and apoſtacy of Ahab and Manaſſeh: 
yet it no where appears, that the Jews ever 
totally renounced the living and true God, 
or that they ever called in queſtion the Di- 
vine original of Moſes's law: and this uni- 
verſal conſent of the Jewiſh nation, when 

we 


| ® See the excellent Dr. Leland's anſwer to Chriſtianity as old 
us the creation; alſo his reflections on Lord Bolingbroke's letters. 
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( 29 ) 
we conſider all the circumſtances under 
which it was given, derives a very high de- 
gree of credibility to the relations of their 
law-giver. For, 


1. As it is certain, that the law and the 
hiſtory were ever joined together, no unpre- 
judiced mind is left at liberty to entertain a 
doubt that this hiſtory was any way calcu- 
lated to flatter the vanity of the Jews ; be- 
cauſe rheir guilty behaviour, from time to 
time, is there ſet beſore us in the plaineſt 
terms: they are ſeverely reproved for their 
great tranſgreſſions; nay their deſtruction, 
on account of their ingratitude and rebelli- 
on, is again and again predicted. Their ſa- 
cred books abound with mournful deſcrip- 
tions of their diſobedience and ſtupidity, 
their oppoſition to God's authority, and a- 
buſe of His goodneſs; their manifold back- 
ſlidings and unſtedfaſtneſs in His covenant ; 
nor are their diſgraces and captivities any 
where concealed by the prophets: they are 
repreſented as frequently brought under the 

| yoke 


FF 
yoke of the neighbouring nations; and the 
cauſe of their ſevere calamities is declared 
to them, namely their ſtubborn wickedneſs. 
Muſt there not indeed have been a high 
authority for their obſerving the laws of 
Moſes, when the hiſtory that was blended 
with them contained things fo very harſh 
and ungrateful ? ? Surely, whatever may be 
our opinion of that people, it can hardly 
be imagined, that a hiſtory ſo much to the 
prejudice of their national character, would 
have been received, or its laws ſubmitted to, 
without the moſt convincing evidence, that 
the great facts therein related were-true, 


2. LET any one conſider the burthen- 
fome nature of many of their rites; the 
trouble and expence that attended their ſa- 
crifices, with all the numerous precepts about 
eating, about uncleanneſs and neceſſary ab- 
lutions, G. and then judge whether it is at 
all probable that the Jews would have ſub- 
mitted to theſe things, and to the pains of 


death for all the offences which the law 
made 


( 31 ] 
made capital, upon the motion of a private 
perſon enjoming them without any autho- 


rity: nay farther, the obſervance of ſeveral 
of their Jaws, without ſuch an extraordinary 
providence as is ſaid to have interpoſed, 
muſt neceſſarily have proved totally ruinous 
to their ſtate ; for inſtance, that their lands 
ſhould. lie: fallow. every ſeventh year, and 
two years at every jubilee ; the law relating 
to the deſertion of their borders, which, ſur- 
rounded with numerous enemies, were left 
naked and defenceleſs, at the three great 
feaſts when all the males went up to Jeru- 
ſalem; the diſuſe of cavalry, c. Theſe 
laws were of ſuch a nature, that they could 
not poſſibly have been eſtabliſhed 'among 
the Jem upon the credit of an W | 


8. Tang hiſtory ſors * us too ma- 
ny flagrant inſtances of their propenſion to 
idolatry: can we then imagine, if there had 
been any the leaſt ſuſpicion of falſhood in 
the writings of Moſes, that the leaders in 
theſe revolts would not have taken care to 

promulgate 
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( 32 ) 

promulgate this among the people, as the 
ſure way to draw them off from the worſhip 
therein enjoined ? Moſt certainly their fre- 
quent apoſtaſies greatly needed ſuch a pre- 
rence; why then was it never once uſed, or 
the veracity of their law-giver ever called in 
queſtion? Would it not have been an admi- 
rable plea for Jeroboam's calves, for Ahab's 

apoſtacy to Baal, and for the Samaritan 
temple, could any the leaſt ſuſpicion have 
been raiſed concerning the truth of the fun- 
damental records of the Jewiſh common- 


wealth? and yet this people, perverſe and 


ſtiff-necked as their hiſtory ſhews | them 
to have often been, never, in any period, 
doubted of, or called in queſtion, the Di- 
vine original and authority of their law. 
On the contrary, even in the midſt of the 
greateſt dangers, and of cruel perſecutions, 
they have often ſhewed their ſteady adhe- 
rence to it, and to thoſe ſacred baoks in 


which ir is contained : as theſe have been 


preſerved among them all along with reli- 
 gious care, ſo they never attempted to ſtrike 
out 
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( 39. ): 
out of to alter thoſe paſſages in which the 
guilt of their forefathers: is cred, toge· 
ther with the dreadful threatenings denoun- 
ded againſt them! | 


But, after all, it bach been Es 
that the whole book of the law might be 
no more than a human invention impoſed 
upon the Jews; at ſome period of time di- 
ſtant from that in which their forefathers 
entered into Canaan, and when the true 


manner of their entry into i it was forgotten. 


Now, though it certainly lies upon unbe- 
lievers to give a reaſon for a ſuppoſition ſo' 
contradictory to an uninterrupted tradition, 


and to the cleareſt hiſtory, yet we need only 


to conſider it for a little in order to ſhew' 
its palpable abſurdity. 5 


Tn x hiſtory of the Hebrew * da 


their leaving Egypt till the reign of David, 


comprehends a ſpace ſcarce excceding | four” 
hundred years: they who will fay that the 
book of the law was forged during that pe- 

„ riod, 
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riod, muſt believe that the impoſtor, who- 
ever he was, had been able to perſuade the 
whole nation, that they were told ſeverally 
by their fathers, and they by theirs, that the 
law wasgiven with all the circumſtances that 
are particularly mentioned, though they ne- 
ver were really told ſo. This impoſtor muſt 
have been able to perſuade them, that they 
had kept the paſſover, feaſt of tabernacles, 
and all the other feſtivals, down from the date 
of the law, as memorials of the events there- 
in recorded, though, in reality, they never 
had before heard of any ſuch obſervances : 1 
he muſt have perſuaded them, that the pro-- 
duce of the earth, every ſixth year, was 
thrice as much as uſual, though ſuch extra- 
ordinary fertility never had been experien- 
ced : in ſhort, he muſt have perſuaded them 
to receive the ark and tabernacle which he 
had framed, together with numberleſs bur- 
thenſome and coſtly ceremonies, and a com- 
pleat rule for worſhip and obedience, - as 
handed down, to them from Moſes, when 
they had the moſt perfect knowledge that 

ſuch 
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n 
ſuch ark and ſervice never were before heard 
of as coming from their anceſtors. In all 
theſe, and many other particulars that might 
be mentioned, who is there ſo void of rea- 
ſon as not to ſee, that the monſtrous ſtory 
carried its own confutation alongſt with it; 
and that the whole body of the people muſt 
have had flagrant proofs oſ the groſs and ri- 
diculous impoſture? One might as well, in- 
deed, have attempted to make them believe, 
that they had been witneſſes to the deftruc- 
tion of all the firſt-born of Egypt; that they 
had walked through the Red ſea as on dry 
land; that they had ſeen the walls of an im- 
pregnable city all at once overthrown: by 
Divine power; and that they had been mi- 
raculouſly fed with bread from heaven, as 
that there was then in being a law, with fe- 
ſtivals, which had always been obſerved, 
but of which chey had not the n 0 
of evidence. 5 „15 lit | 


Tas ſame RE will prove, ; thas he 
book of the law could not have been forged. 
Boas wt after 


(36) 
after David's time, at leaſt, before the re- 
turn from the Babyloniſh captivity; unleſs 
it were to be thought, that, the whole fa- 
cred and political hiſtory of the Jews, which 
plainly ſuppoſes the exiſtence of their. law, 
and has an intimate connection with it, is 
one compleat fiction: but this. is evidently 
Tidiculous and impoſlible. Nor is chere less 
abſurdity in ſuppoſing that Ezra, and thoſe 
by whom the ſacred canon was finiſhed, were 
the authors of the forgery. Lord Boling- 
p broke, however, affirms *, That the Ba- 
0 byloniſh captivity laſted ſo long. chat che 
t captives forgot their country, and. even 
their language; the Hebrew dialoct at 
4 leaſt, and character; and that the: ſerip- 
« tures were loſt during the captivity; con- 
| ſequentiy, the book of the law Nom ei- 
ing was framed by Eira and Simon the 
Juſt.“ But all chis is ſpoken, after the 
noble author's uſual manner, quite at a ven- 
ture; ſor how long, indeed, did the capti- 
way laſt? gy un 
te 


| 5 on he ty Ge, 2% 


{ W ) 

firſt beginning of it under Jehoiakim, 

= from the time ns of the utter deſolation of 
Jeruſalem, and che carrying away the re- 
ma inder of the people to Babylon, it continu- 
ed but about fifty years; a ſpace ſo tharx, that 
many of the captives who had ſcan che <irlt 
temple, ſz-alſo the ſecond ; and after hav- 
ing ſerved in the ſirſt returned to the ſervice 
of he ſecond. Hence we may ſce the abſure 
dity of ſuppoſing, that in ſo ſhort a time they 
ſhould have forgot their own language, and 
all knowledge of their hiſtory and Jaws. E 
not ſuch groſs miſrepreſentation inexcuſable 
in a writer who knew, or ſhould have known, 
that ſevrral of che prophets wrote andpubliſh- 
ed their books to the people, in the Hebrew 
language and characters, both during the 
captivity, and after it? Nay, from the ac- 
count which Nehemiah. gives us, it ſeems ä 
demonſtrable, that people of all ranks, not 
only retained the Hebrew language, but pre- 
ſerved the purity of that language, till after 
the captivity: he tells us, that the language 
in ſome families was corrupted by inter- 
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marriages with Aſhdod, and Ammon, and 
Moab *. We know too, that during the 
captivity the Jews were allowed to live as 
a diſtinct people, appointed faſts and feſti- 
vals for themſelves, and had rulers and go- 
vernors of their own; as may be collected 


from ſeveral places of Ezra and Nebemiah. 


And no ſooner were they returned under the 
conduct of Zerubbabel and Jeſhua, but 


they inſtantly celebrated the feaſt of taber- 


nacles, and the other rites of their religion, 


in the ſeventh month; and appointed the 
prieſts and Levites in their courſes; and all 


is ſaid to be done, as written in the law of 
Moſes f. Is not this a demonſtration that 
they had not forgot this law; nay, that 


they had the books of Moſes before them ? 
They alſo appointed the ſingers and ſervice 
of the temple, after the ordinances of David 
king of Iſrael  ; the pſalms of David there- 


fore were not loſt in the captivity. 


vn 
* Nehem. chap. xiit. 23, 24+ | | | 
+ Ezra chap. iii. 2. and chap. vi. 17, 18. 
+ Ezra chap. iii. 10. 


En) 
Tusk pſalms, which abound with the 
moſt ſublime and animated ſentiments: of 
true piety, contained likewiſe an abridge- 
ment of their ſacred hiſtory, and were, on 
that account, moſt 'ſcrupulouſly preſerved 
alongſt with their other books. Nor is it 
leſs certain that the hiſtory of their kings 
was preſerved, becauſe we ſind it frequently 
referred to in books compiled after the 
captivity. Indeed it may be reaſonably: 


5 


thought that they who were ſo cateful of 


their gencalogies, and could beute them 


after their return from Babylon *, would 
deem it ſtill more neceſſary to ko their 


ſacred writings, upon which their very be- 


ing and government as a nation depended. 


In fine, we know, that Ezra did indeed col- 


lect together all the books of which che 


ſcripture then conſiſted, and diſpoſed them 


in their proper order, and thus ſettled the 


canon of ſcripture, for his time: but then 
theſe books were only ſuch as had been 

known formerly, and held in the utmoſt ; 
3 veneration 

© Ezra, chap. ii. 262. | ; 6 pint ;* 
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ty of ſuppoſing! that a fitirious law and 


( 48 ) 


venerttion by the Jews; and prejudice itſelf 
can hardly fail ro perceive the wild abſurdi- 


hiſtory, eſpecially ſo circumſtanced as the 
Jewiſh was, could, at that, or any other 
period, have been received as authentic, or 
ſubmirred ro by that people. We cannot 
entertain the remoteſt ſuſpieion of this kind, 
without offering manifeſt violence to our 
reaſon. The whole complexion of the 
book of the law ſhews us, that it could 
not poſſibly have been intradiced among 
the Jews, later than the period it mentions, 
when they were in the wilderneſt before 
their ſterlement in Canaan, or avg ge 
mamma chan thoſe it relates. 


* 


Bur ir hath _ further aleged that, 
admitting the Jewiſh law and hiſtory were 
net forged, © Such accidents have happen- 
« ed to alter the ſacred text, as greatly 
« weakens its authority . This objec- 
tion hath been raiſed againſt the feriprures 


Letters on the ſtudy, &c. vol. I. p. 95. 
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in general, by the writers of the Romiſh 
church, who have endeavoured to ſhew, 
chat the ſacred text is obſcure and ambigu- 
ous, and has undergone many alterations, 
in- order to make way for their unwritten 
traditions, and that monſtrous ſyſtem of 
corruption: which they have ſuperadded to 
Chriſtianity: and Infidels have taken the 
advantage of this objection to deſtroy the 
whole credit and authority of holy writt ; 
but both have buſied themſelves to very 


m Dyes = 
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have ſufficient evidence for the truth of the 
Jewiſh law, and general ſyſtem of religion, 
the alterations or miſtakes that may have 
crept into the copies of thoſe ſacred books, 
can never deſtroy the deſign for which they 
were e intended. 


Tan tem of laws given to the Joun 
Inſtructed them in the knowledge and obe- 


dience of the living and true God; it in- 
F ſtituted 


x 
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ſtiruted- ſacrifices and other ſervices, typical 


of a more perfect diſpenſation, which was 


to take place, in the fulneſs of time, by 
meaus of that Almighty Redeemer, whoſe 
coming and offices were therein prefigured 
and foretold. If the truth of this general 
ſyſtem, and of the great plan of providence 
connected with it, is fully eſtabliſhed ; and 
if the knowledge of it is diſtinctly tranſmit- 
ted to us, this is all we are concerned about: 
to prevent every ſmaller miſtake would 
have required a perpetual ſtanding miracle; 


which is inconſiſtent with the methods of 


God's government. Admitting the Old Teſ- 
tament diſpenſation to be Divine, we may 
conclude, that Providence would take care 
that the books containing it ſhould be 
handed down, with a degree of certainty 
ſufhcient to anſwer the great end of Divine 
goodneſs: this we aver to be the caſe with 


reſpect to the ſacred writings. Accordingly 


we read that Moſes, by the command of 
God, gave particular directions that the 
law ſhould be placed in the ark, and kept 

in 
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in the Sanctuary; and that, a little before 
his death, he'renewed his ſolemn charge to 
the prieſts,” in the hearing of the people, 
that they ſhould teach them all the things 


contained in the law; and, that they might 


rightly do ſo, it was plainly neceſſary that 
the prieſts ſhould have copies of theſe ſacred 
books, The kings, who were to govern 


them, were alſo enjoined to write out copies 


for themſelves, to be daily peruſed by them. 
The people were charged to talk of the 
great things of tho law by day, to meditate 


on them by night, and diligently to inſtruct 


their children in them, that the knowledge 
of the Divine will, and of the miraculous 
demonſtrations of His power might never 
be loſt; they were to write out important 


paſſages of the law, and to make themſelves 


thoroughly acquainted with them. More- 
over, as the writings of Moſes were the rule 
by which the elders and judges were to diſ- 
tribute juſtice between man and man, it 
behoved them to have copies of the law, 
in order to regulate their adminiſtration: 


4 F 2 thus 
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thus were perſons of all : ranks deeply in- 
tereſted in them, as containing not only 
the ritual of their worſhip, and the rules 
of their conduct in life, but alſo the mu- 
nicipal laws of the nation, by which all 
queſtions of property were to be decided. 
Is it probable then, nay, is it at all poſſible, 
that there could be any material alterations 
made in a ſett of books, upon which ſo 
much depended, and which, We know, 
were actually ſtudied with ſuch accuracy, 
and kept with ſo much vigilance? There 
may be miſtakes of tranſcribers; there may 
be variations in ſmaller points ;- but ſurely 
there is nothing more of this kind, than 
what was to have been expected in books 
of ſuch antiquity; ; nothing to diſcredit the 
general narrative, or to deſtroy the great 
doctrines and laws contained in the origi- 
val revelation.” he tea TA 


** * to the Jews in Jater times, 
it wth ſuffice ro obſerve; That they bad 
* ae books rrapimitted to. them from 

„ thoir 
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their anceſtor, and! were themſelves ſo.much 
convinced of the Diving authority of their 
law and hiſtory, that chey adhered: to it 
with a zeal quite unparalelled: nor have 
chey dared, ſince the days of uf Savjout, 
(chough their diſputes with Chriſtians gave 
them the moſt violent temptatigns,) o al 
ter a ſingle paſſage in the ſacred text: how- 
ever, there is no occaſion to reſt che matter 
wholly on the ſidelity of the Jews, it is alſo 
ſupported by other and irrefragable proofs. 
Between two and three hundred ycats be- 
fore Chriſt, in the time of Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus, the books of Moſes were tranſlated 
into Greek, and afterwards the other parts 
of the Old Teſtament; were alſo tranſlated 
for the uſe of rhe Alcxandrian, Jews: and 
on a compariſon with the original Hebrew, 
we find not any material difference in the 
ſenſe and tendency: of the whole. We have 
likewiſe a Hebrew copy of the Pentateuch, 


kept by the Samaritans, between whom and 
the Jews ſubſiſted the moſt implacable en- 
_— and who therefore were not likely to 

co- operate 
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co-operate in any fraud. As this fact de- 
monſtrates that the Jewiſh ſcriptures were 
extant, and the rule of their faith and wor- 
ſhip, at the revolt of the ten tribes; ſo it 
would ſeem to have been the immediate 
intention of Divine Providence, by introdu- 
cing his worſhip and the book of the law 
among the new colony of idolaters, to per- 
petuate che knowledge of that diſpenſation 
with which Chriſtianity is ſo intimately con- 
nected : in fact, by comparing the Hebrew 
and Samaritan codes, we find, that the ge- 
neral hiſtory, the law, and. the ſurpriſing 
miracles. by which it was atteſted, are the 
fame in both; and from all theſe conſidera- 
tions it evidently. follows, that the Old 
Teſtament, as now extant in the Hebrew 
and Chaldee languages, is genuine, and, in 
the main, ſuch as it originally was: hence its 
Divine authority comes ta be Ow eſta- 

bliſhed,” 8 | "P 
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entered upon; cheir authority ſtands in ſo | 
eaſy and natural a connection with the a 
thority of the Pentateuch, that if we allow 
the truth of the latter we cannot deny chat 


of the former. The whole hiſtorical and 
prophetic writings have a conſtant reference 
to the law and its inſtirutions, and are ſo 
many commentaries for the explanation 


of it; 5-1 %3| 1-3 = 
3 7 * . « 
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AND, with regard to the Old Teſtament 
hiſtorians in general, let ir be obſerved; Thar 
their writings every where bear the ſtrong- 
eſt marks of credibility. A fervent zeal". 
for God, and for pure undefiled religion,” 
diſtinguiſhes them; nor, rhroughour ' the 
whole, can we diſcern the fainteſt traces of 
ambition or arrifice. The uniform ſcope 
and language of their books place the duty 
of man, where it ought to be placed, in the 
love of God, and of our neighbour, in hu- 
mility, ſincerity, purity of heart and 855 
e — Y 
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Tu xx alſo declare the abſolute inefficacy 
of every external ſervice,” while the immu- 
table laws of righteouſneſs are neglected or 
violated. They tell us where man's ſupreme 
felicity lies, in the favour of God, to be ob- 
tained by conforming to * will, and Ways 
ing him the heart. 


Ir can ſcarce eſcape the obſervation of the 
moſt careleſs reader, that the ſpirit and the 
ſtyle of their writings is quite remote from 
commonhiſtory. With what tender affection, 
and, at the ſame time, with what folemni- 
ty and dignity do they deliver their admo- 
nitions? how impartial in reproving and re- 
cording the obſtinate wickedneſs of the Jew- 
Iſh nation? nor do they conceal or palliate 
the imperfections of the moſt venerable pa- 
triarchs and renowned heroes. How re- 
markable is the undeſigning fincerity and the 
diſintereſtedneſs of Moſes, in not paſſing by 
the cruel inhumaniry of Levi his owt an- 
ceſtor, nor the curſe of Jacob on both the 


brothers? ? He does not even omit an account 
of 
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of his own. failings. In ſhort; the remoteſt 
ſigns of art ot impoſture cannot be diſcovers 
ed in his character; on the.contrary, it ex- 
hibites to our view a noble undiſgui ſed ſim- 
plicity, and unaffected probity, in conjuncti- 
on with conſummate wiſdom, with the deep- 
eſt veneration of the ſupreme Being, and 
with an ardent concern for his glory, and for 
the advancement of true religion; in ſhort; 
while we reverence him as 4 true patriot, 
we muſt, at the fame time, perceive how ſo+ 
licitous he was, through the whole courſe 
of his life, to advance the honour, of God, 
and to engage his. Wen to the oh of 
1 e aon 
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ly well qualified for their work, being either 
chief actors themſelves, or elſe cye-witneſſes 
of the facts they relate, and contemporaries 
with, the perſons hom they deſcribe ; and; 
phat is {till more remarkable; their writings 
contain many expreſs predictions of 4 gteat 
number of events, which nearly concetned 

G wag the 
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the intereſt of chat nation, Some of theſe 
events were indeed very remote from out- 
ward appearance, but all fell out exactly ac- 


cording te to thoſe particular ptedictions. 


Tuts circuniftance is a ſtrong coofitiily- 
tion of the truth of the Scripture-revelation, 
A penetrating capacity and ſuperior know- 
ledge of the characters of men and nations 
may, ſomerimes, enable one to make proba- 
ble conjectures with regard to events and al- 
terations, that are likely to happen from a 
concurrence of ſuch and ſuch circumſtan- 
ces; bur, it ſurpaſſes the urmoſt effort of 
human ſagacity to pry ſo far into the'dark- 
neſs of futurity, and to declare events, long 
before they come into exiſtence, with fuch 
unerring certainty as the prophets have 
done. This is the prerogative of the ſu- 
preme Being alone; and knowledge of this 
kind cannot be poſſeſſed by any but choſe 
to whom he } is Pleaſed in ſome mealyyeX ro 


_ it. | 
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Tux bounds of this diſcourſe will permit 
me only to take notice of ſome of the moſt 
remarkable Old Teſtament prophecies, 


THE prediction of Moſes *, concerning 


the future ſtate of the Jews, hath received 
ſo punctual an accompliſhment as muſt at 


once convince and aſtoniſn every one who 


will attentively compare this prophecy with 
the whole hiſtory of that nation, from their 
firſt ſettlement in Canaan, to this preſent 
time. The awful curſes he denounces a- 
gainſt them, were literally fulfilled by means 
of the Chaldeans, Aſſyrians, and other na- 
tions; and their ruin was compleated by the 
Romans. Their melancholy circumſtances 
ſince that period, are likewiſe clearly pre-, 
dicted by the Jewiſh lawgiver; and cannot 
indeed be more diſtinctly expreſſed, than in 


his prophetic account of them, ſo many 


ages before; And the Lord ſhall ſcatter thee 
among, all people, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the other; and thou ſhalt become an 

G2 . aftoniſbment, 
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efloniſkment, a proverb, and a by-word among 
all nations whither the Lord ſhall lead thee. 
Iſaiah, in the days of Uzziah and Jotham, 
prophecied of the famine and captivity that 
were to befal the Jews in the following 
reign *. He foretold too, againſt all human 
appearance, the deliverance of Jerufalem 
from Sennacherib . The entire deſtruction 
of the ten tribes was alſo predicted ꝓ: the 
Babyloniſh captivity, and their return from 
it after ſeventy years ||: and their deliverer 
Cyrus is particularly mentioned more than 
an hundred years before he was born 6. 
What a ſtrong and additional circumſtance 
is it in favour of theſe predictions, that 
though, during their life, the prophets were 
ofren looked upon by that perverſe people, 
as ſeditions perſons, were treated with the 
vileſt indignity, afflicted and perſecuted, 
ſome of them put to death in the moſt 

ann 
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dreadful form that cruelty could invent; 
yet were their characters afterwards revered, 


and their writings held as h * the 
| wha TE Oy " 
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tion of the neighbouring nations, many 
prophecies are recorded, denouncing the Di- 
vine judgments againſt them for their crimes 
and idolatry; and which were fulfilled with 
amazing particularity, ſome- centuries after 
the unn of the een 


Runs EL n a 9 del 
years before Chriſt: he foretold the de- 
ſtruction of Egypt *: and antient and mo- 
dern hiſtory inform us, how punctually this 
hath been accompliſhed ; the Egyptians 
were opprefſed by the Perſians, and at laſt 
conquered by Darius Ochus, three hundred 
and fifry years before Chriſt: and ſuch hath 
been the condition of this people in follow- 
ing ages, that the prophet could not have 


401 


* Ezek. XIix. 15.— 
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fpoken more plainly, though he had lived on 
the ſpor, and ſeen the face of affairs. Egypt 
was ſubject to the Macedonians : afterwards 
became a Roman province: in courſe of 
time, it fell under the dominion of the Sa- 
racens: the Mamalucs ſucceeded them: and 
at this day it wears the Turkiſh yoke. 
With ſuch aſtoniſhing exactneſs is that pre- 
_— fulfilled. Egypt ſhall be a baſe king- 
dom it ſhall be the baſeſt of the kingdoms, 
— 4 ſhall it exalt itſelf any more above the 
nations ; for I will diminiſh them, that they 
ſhall no more rule over the nations : and there 
ſhall no more be en an 
Egypt. 


IsarAaH propheſied more then ſeven han- 
dred, Jeremiah more than fix hundred years 
before Chriſt ; both of them foretold the 
deſtruction of Babylon, with the particular 
circumſtances that ſhould attend it . Ba- 
bylon the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the 
Chaldees excellency, ſhall be as when God over- 

threw 
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threw. Sodom and Gomorrah ;—it- ſhall ſink, 
and ſhall not riſe from the evil that I will 
bring upon her: it ſhatl never be inhabited, 
neither ſhall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation : neither ſhall the Arabian pitch tent 
there, neither ſhall the ſhepherds male their 
fold there. But wild beaſts of the deſert ſpall 
lie there, and their houſes ſhall be full of dole- 
ful creatures, and owls fhall dwell therein; I 
will alſo make it a poſſeſſion for the bittern, 
and pools of water and Iwill ſueep it with 
the beſome of deſtruction, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts." Babylon was taken by Cyrus in the 
very manner which the prophets had fore- 


told; it afterwards revolted, and was redu- 


ced by Darius Hyſtaſpis: from this period 
ir never any more recovered itſelf, but de- 
cayed gradually : it was taken by Alexan- 


der, and at length its ruin was entirely com- 


pleated when Seleucia was built by Seleucus 
Nicator, two hundred and ninety three years 
before Chriſt, The accounts given us by 
antient and modern writers *, are an'amaz- 

ing 
* See Prideaurs Connexions, part I. book 8. | 


6 
ing confirmation 4 the prophecies concetti- 
ing this once renowned city, and conſo- 
quently, of the truth of the holy ſcriptures; 
it is literally become a. deſolation, à land 
wherein no man dwelleth, a poſſeſſion for the 
bittern, and pools of water 3 Babylon is become 
heaps, a dwelling-place for dragons + an aſto- 
me tend & higjing without ar badi 


Is AI AH and Ezekiel ortpheſind; W 
ſtruction of Tyre *. I will male thee like the 
20% of a rock 5 thou ſhalt be a place 10 read 
nets upon; thou ſhalt he built no more: thou 
ſhalt be no more ; the merchants among. the geo- 
ple ſpall hifi at thee, thou ſhalt Ir ai terror; 
and never ſhalt be any mote. All they that 
kno» thee among the people ſhall be. aſtonifped 
at thee + and they ſball tate up a lamemation 
for thee; and ſay to thee, How art thou deſtroy- 
ed that "vaſt inbabized of  ſea-faring, men, the 
renowned city that waſt ſtrong in the fea, ſir 
and her inhabitants, which cauſe their terro: 
10 be on all chat haunt it. This city, antient- 

* 
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jy the moſt: celebrated in the World for its 
trade; the grand mart where the commerce 
of the eaſt and weſt did centre, was fir(t 
deſtroyed: by Nebuchadnezzar: being aſter- 
wards rebujlt, upon the adjoining iſland, it 
was taken and deſtroyed by Alexander the 
great, three hundred and thirty two years be- 
fore Chriſt. ' As to its condition fince; hear 
the words of a judicious: writer, who was 
himſelf upon the ſpot: © The city of Tyre, 
« ſtanding in the ſea, upon a peninfula, 
*« promiſes, at a diſtance, 'fomerlting very 
magnificent. But when' you come te it 
« you find no ſimilitude of that glory for 
„which it was famed in antient times, and 
« which the prophet Ezekiel deſcribes. On 
« the north- ſide it has an od Turkiſn un- 
« garriſoned caſtle; beſides which; you'-ſee 
nothing here but a mere Babel of broken 
« walls; pillars, arches, &c. there not being 
*«« ſo much as one entire houſe left. Its 
preſent inhabitants are only à ſew poor 
** wretches, hafhouring themſelves in the 
** vaults, and NPE GORE vpon fiſhing; 

| | « who 
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« who ſeem to be preſerved in this place by 
„Pivine Providence, as à viſible argument 
&< how God has fulfilled his word concern 
« ing Tyre, That it ſhoulu be as: the top of 
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PRO PHECIEõs of ſtill higher importance 
{hall be taken notice of afterwards. In the 
mean time, the particulars already mention- 
ed will ſhew how. yain and how fruitleſs are 
the unworthy attempts that are made to de- 
tract from the character and writings, of the 
9 T eſtament Wee 
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es of inſidels on this ſubject, and ſhall 
mention but one more, which hath been 
| er e made uſe of. It is e to ithe 
{| ®'Seq Maundrebs travels from Aleppo to eie Thoſe 
. — wiſh to have a full view of that argument, for the truth of 
revealed” religion, which is taken from the accompliſhment of 


gcripture prophecies, will ſee it moſt” accurately treated by Dr. 


Ney ton, in his diſſertation on the prophecies ; both thoſe, alreadß 
accompliſhed, and ſuch as are, in ſome meaſure, receiving their 
taccompiiſhment at this time. | 
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credibility. of the Old Teſtament- books, 
that they do nòt contain a. fyſtem of chro- 
nology or uni verſal hiſtory. 5 The account 
chey give of the Aſſyrian empire is thought 
extremely: unſatisfactory 2 *5:Scripture-hiſto- 
*« ry takes no notite of any Aſſyrian king- 
« dom, till juſt before the time when pro- 
„ phane hiſtory makes that empire to end. 
„Then we read of Phul or Tiglath-Philaſ- 
„ {er, and of Salmanaſſer who took Sama - 
< ria in the twelfth of the Ara of Nabon- 
« affar, that is twelve years aſter the Aſſy- 
© rian empire was no more: Sennacherib 
ſucceeds him: Aſſerhaddon to Sennache- 
„ rib:“ all this is thought to be an ap- 
parent contrariety *.“ The ignorance; 
however, or the groſs miſrepreſentation of 
the objector, is its ſole foundation; for he 
firſt aſſumes, that ſacred hiſtory was deſign- 
ed as a compleat hiſtory and ſyſtem of chro- 
nology, and then argues againſt it on this 
ſuppoſition: but who could ever have ima- 
wary unleſs Lord Bolingbroke had rab. us, 
„ ange that 
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that the Old Teſtament was intended for a 
compleat univerſal hiſtory? Is there any one 
ſo ignorant, as not to-know,/.thatahe-prin- 
cipal deſign ' of the Old Teſtament is to 
relate the affairs of one particular family, 
in which the church of God was to ſubſiſt, 
and from which the Saviour of the world 
was to ſpring? Is it not manifeſt from the 
whole tenor of ' theſe ſacred books, that 
neither the affairs of Aſſy ria, non of any other 
nation, are taken notice of, but when they 
are connected with rhe affairs of the Jewith 
nation? and that this is the true reaſon 
why Scripture+hiltory doth not mention any 
Aſſyrian kingdom until the time when, ac- 
cording to ſome hiſtorians, that empire was 
drawing near to its end? But, ſays his 
Lordſhip,“ Then we bear of Phul, or Tig- 
„ Jarh-Philafler, and of Salmanaſſer, Who 
„took Samaria in the twelfth of the Ara 
„ of Nabonaſſar, chat is, twelve years af- 
„ter the Aſſytian empire wWas no more, 
« Sr.“ but he might have known, that 
Crefias's account of the Aſſyrian empire, 
uſp” SS een 2 
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upon which the objection & grounded, - is 
indeed à very doubtful piece of hiſtory: 
and, even admitting the whole of it, which 
is ſurely to go very far, jt is without any 
reaſon aſſumed, that the kingdom of Aſſyria 
was at an end, when Nabonaſſur began to 
reign at Babylon; this being a method of 
reaſoning, much the ſume as if any one 
ſhould ſay; that there Was an end of the 
kingdom of judah when Jeroboa m revolt - 
cd, and efc&ed- the kingdom of Samaria; 
or, that there was an end-of the kingdom 
of Spain when Portugal was ſeparated from 
it. It is true, the antient empire of the 
Aſſyrians is ſaid to have heen {ſolved « on 
the death of Sardanapalus; but. it is alſo 
ſaid, that two empires aroſe in its ſtead ; 
the one founded by 'Arbaces governor of 
Media, who in Scripture, is called Tiglath- 
Pileſer; the other by. Beleſis governor of 
Babylon, the ſame with Nabonaſſar, and 
who in Scripture is called Baladan. The 
firſt of theſe fixed his reſidence at Nineveb, 
the other at Babylon: and theſe two em- 
pires 


(- 09 ) 

pires were made the inſtruments of Provi- 
dence to puniſh the iniquities of the Jews; 
the firſt overthrew the kingdom of Iſrae, 
and the other the kingdom of Judah, 
What error then, or what appearance of 
error, can there be in ſaying, that it came 
ro paſs in the fourth year of Hezekiah king 
of Judah, that Shalmanezer king of Aſſyria 
came up againſt Samaria, and beſieged it, 
although this event is alſo ſaid to have hap- 
pened in the eee * cc or veg 
pen ot of po crit ad 

Tu E foregoing” obſetvarions; lah to- 
geber, will, it is hoped, ſerve to demon- 
ſtrate the groundleſneſs of chat aſſertion; 
« That the Jewiſh Scriptures have no au- 
* thority but what they derive from Chri- 
« ſhianity; and that without Chriſtianity 
„we have no obligation to believe the Old 
« Teſtament.” On the contraty, they ap- 
pear to Have all the characters of genuine 
truth, and are ſupported by the moſt un- 


queſtionable credentials: 4 conſequently they 
| had 


® 6 ) 5 
had a ctedibility of their; own, ſully ſufft⸗ 
cient to eſtabliſn the faith of rhe. Jews, and 


of every ſerious. enquirer, even aer the 
hüten Waun took Pacet:; | 
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and authority of the New Teſtament is 
likewiſe aſcertained, the teſtimony of Chriſt 
and His - apoſtles, muſt be conſidered as a 
further. confirmation, of their Divine origi- 
nal : for the general ſcheme. of Chriſtianity 
preſuppoſes the truth of the Old Teſtament, 
and the whole canon of the Jewiſh Setip- 
tures, as eſtabliſned at the time our Lord 
appeared upon earth, is appealed to in the 
New Teſtament, in the moſt particular and 


determinate manner. It is there aſſerted, 
that the law and its inſtitutions, were ſha- 


dows of good things to come, and intro- 
ductory of a more perfect diſpenſation; and 
that the prophecies concerning the purpoſes 
of the love of God to men, and concerning 
the glorious Meſſiah, the Saviour of a guil- 
ty wr were all fulfilled in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The 


— „ — 
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The'diſpenſation under the New'Tefta ment, 
is rhe completion of thut under the Old: 
they Muſtrate and ſupport each other, 
and preſent to our view one great plan of 
goodneſs and wiſdom, gradually carried on 
ee 4 long ſucceſſion of m_ - ö 


Ver us then, M FRY next di Suti 
on what grounds of evidence we'receive the 
ſcriptures” of the New Teſtament. The 
principal facts contained in them relate to 
the life and character of our Saviour; the 
inſtructive and excellent doctrines he taught, 
the aſtonifhing miracles he wrought in con- 
firmation of his Divine miſſion; e be- 
fore tlie Jewiſh nation, for ſeveral 'years; his 
reſurrection from the dead, and aſcenſion in- 
to heaven; the extraordinary deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon his diſciples, and the other 
miraculous atteſtations that were given to 
the firſt POTS ol the Chriſtian reve- 
lation. n | | ) 6/24 of n 
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1. Le it be obſerved, as aft acktiows 
jedged matter of fact, that thete was ſuch 4 
perſon us Jeſus Chriſt; who was the author 
of the Chriſtian religion, and appeared in 
Judea in the reign of Tiberius. This we 
have not merely from the authority of Chri- 
ſtian writers who lived at that period, and 
in the next age, and who ſpeak of the Chyi- 
ſtian religion as well known, and making 
great progreſs in the world; but the works 
alſo of ſeveral Heathen writers yet remain, 
who bear teſtimony, in many - particntars, 
to the accounts gi von by tho four evangel+ 
iſts. One of theſe Writers tells us, That in 
the reign of Tiberius when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, Jeſus was brought 
in judgment before him, and was tondemtis 
ed, and put to death. And both Tacitus 
and Sueton mention the current report 
then ptevalent, that ſome perſon coming 


. 


out of Judea ſhould obtain tha dominion of 
the whole ery Some of the Heathens 
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Chriſt : Spartian, in his life of Severus, aſ- 
ſures us, that the emperot entertained ſuch 
high thoughts of our Saviour, that he would 
have built a temple to Him, had, not his 
Pagan ſubjects oppoſed it. We have alſo 
remains of thoſe writers who were declared 
enemies of ; Chriſtianity ;. Celſus, Hierocles, 
Porphyty,' Julian: theſe deny not that our 
Lord did, or ſcemed to do wonderful works, 
aſcribing his miracles to the power of ma- 
gic. Nor did the Jews themſelves deny 
them but aſcribed the works he performed 
to a correſpondence with the devil : as they 
afterwards ridiculouſly imputed them to his 
having the true writing of the name I- 
. HOVAH, en ther ſaid, he dne ou of 
the. your ont SK EZ DS SOW HIND 
. in 1 bog HA 0 wth 

. na Jews and Hinkle were fo far 
from denying his ſufferinps under Pontius 
Pilate, that they reproached Chriſtians with 
worſhipping One who had been crucified. 
Neither Was it ever denied, that Chriſt's 
own — who lived with . had 
d A | 1 21 4 be lt 
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writ and publiſhed memoirs of his cha- 
rater and actions, which were received by 
Chriſtians as true and authentic: and ſure- ' 


ly this is all that could be reaſonably ex- 
pected from profeſſed enemies. In a word, 
they acknowledge the general truth of our 
Lord's life, ſufferings and death; atid draw 


ſeveral of their objections againſt the Chri- 
ſtian religion from paſſages of his — 4 
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truth of the common Scripture- hiſtory may be 
conſidered as reaching alſo, in ſome meaſure, 
to its miraculous hiſtory; ſince this latter is 


inſeparably connected with the former, and 
inter woven with it in ſuch a manner, as that 
they imply each other, and both together 


make up one hiſtorical relation. But; paſs- | 


ing this, let it be only further obſerved, that 


there is nothing in the writings of the New 


Teſtament, relative to civil or to ſecular af- 


fairs, but what is perfectly conformable to 


the well-known ſtate of the world at that 
12 time 


da) 
time under the Roman empire, and to the 
euſtoms and manners of that age. Theſe 
ſacred writings contain many occaſional diſ- 
courſes, and are full of alluſions to particy- 
lar incidents, which it would have been im- 


poſſible to forge in any period later than the 
one they mention; and, in ſine, we ſee, that 
the hiſtorical parts of the New Teſtament 
correſpond with the accounts and deſcripti- 
ons which may be collected from other au- 
thors : thus it appears, from all the circum- 
ſtances of the judgment which Pilate paſſed 
upon Chriſt, that the rules of 4he Roman 
law were exactly obſerved ; but men of ſuch 
low condition and mean education as the 
evangeliſts, had they not been eye-witneſſes 
of the ſcntence paſſed by the Roman gover- 
nor, cannot be fuppaſed etherways to have 
known the Roman uſages. Thus allo, 
what is accidentally mentioned; in the Acts 
of the Apoſlies, concerning the behaviour 
of Felix and Gallio, and fome others, per- 
ſectly agrees with the character which Ro- 
man writers have drawn of them. Theſe 
things, 


things, as oth hom en by perſons of 
great judgment, are ſurely. no ſmall cireum- 
et in favour of the ee. But. 


n 


2. Tun fh of Chuiſtiaps is founded on 


tha mirachleus works which. were wrought. 
by our Lord bimiclf in confirmation. of his 


Diving miſſion;; on his reſurrection from the 
dead; and on the miracles wrought by his 


apoſtles in his name, and through his power: 


unqueſtionable n is * of the 
deal . © 38S el 1g 3 g age 


1. Tas avian of the 3 * 
the book of the Acts of the Apoſtles, which 
contain cheſe facts, were . publiſhed in the 
very age in which the facts are ſaid to have 
happened, I have taken notice of the te- 
ſtimony given to the goſpels by chemies, 
and hinted at ſome 8 ima ad 
ters of their e N 


f v 
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and that our belief of theſe is founded. on 
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THEY have likewiſe been all along quot- 
ed as genuine from the period they mention, 
and by perſons WhO lived in that period, or 
very near it. Clemens Romanus, Barna- 
bas, Ignatius, Polycarp, whoſe - writings are 


come down to us, were converſant” with the 
apoſtles; and though they do not cite the 


four goſpels by name's, ng war & bear the 


64 L203 moſt 


» it pad og nin e ee 
on account of the uſe they make of the golpels and epiſtles, and 
the frequent alluſions to them found in their writings. '* Lord B- 

lingbroke was ſenſible of the ſervice which this might do to the 
Chriſtian cauſe; and therefore- endeavours to. deſtroy its weight 
by ſuppoſing, (indeed he does not trouble himſelf about the proof, 
that the antient Chriſtian writers cited in fo looſe a manner, that 
it cannot be known what goſpels they meant to quote, whether 
the genuine books, or the ſpurious goſpels of the firlt heretics. | 
His Lordſhip was, however, too much of a ſcholar not to perceive 
the vanity of this cavil, at the time he threw it out. The firſt 
Chriſtian writers cited the goſpels ſometimes ve bum, oftner from 
memory; content with expreſſing the ſenſe, they were not much 
ſolicitous about the words nor was it their cuſtom to name the 
particular books out of which paſſages were quoted. But when 
Lord Bolingbroke framed this iterate objection, (ſee vol, I. of: 
his letters, p. 177, 178.) © he knew, or might have known,” that 
the antient prophane writers quote their poets and hiſtorians ge- 
nerally in the ſame manner: the proofs of this are found in every 
page of their works; but no critic ever objected to Plato, to Plu- 
tarch, or Longinus, that they did not cite the antients fairly, be- 
cauſe they omitted to mention the author's name, or the book and 
verſe where the paſſage was to be found, It were eaſy to ſhew, 

wn X wut 
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moſt + expreſs. teſtimony: to what they de- 
clare concerning the character, ſufferings 
and reſurrection of Chriſt; and tranſcribe 
large portiotis out of them: they frequent 
ly allude to the facts contained in them, as 
to things known and believed by all Chriſti- 
ans; which they could not ; poſſibly: have 
done, had not the goſpels been extant at 
the time we affirms: The Heretics alſo, 
who were coremporary with the apoſtles 
and apoſtolical fathliers, bear witneſs to this; 
for moſt of them had their forget! or in- 
terpolated goſpels and epiſtles: the glaring 
marks of falſnood that ſtuck to them oc- 
caſioned indeed their :ſpeedy rejection but 

CARR theſe 
that this method of citing is only modern; and introduced ſince the 
art of printing made an exaRtneſs of reference caſy to be attained; 
but before this period it was difficult, i not often impaſlible, to 
refer to tie very place where the paſſage cited was to be found. 
we have a ſtrong inſtance of the truth of the foregoing obſerva- 
non in the writings of Clemens of Alexandria, who, being a ſcho- 


tar and a critic, almoſt in every page quotes the Old and New Te- 
ſtament in the fame way he does Homer, Heſiod, and Orpheus; 
that is, ofteni without any reference even to the author. The cita- 
tions of the apoſtolical fathers: ſhew, to a demonſtration, that they 
uſed the fame goſpela which have been handed down to us. See 
Lardner*s credibility, Cc. and Dr. Jortin's learned remarks on ec- 
clefiaſtical hiſtary, vol. I. p. 52. & ſeq. 


iS 08 
theſe poſpels were framed in oppoſitioſi to 
the writings of the evangeliſts, and yet in 
imitation of them. And as the goſpels we 
account genuine are cited by all the writers 
of the next and ſubſequent ages, ſo we have 
full proof that they were aniverſathy een 
in the Chriſtian chitch, as of 'Divine: au- 
thofity read as ſuch in all the dae ret 
gious aſſemblies, and aſcribed ro the perſons 
whoſe/ names they bear. This hath beer 
ever - ſince unwerſally admitted, aud theſe 
books have been handed down to our 
times with- ſach characters of aàuthentielty, 
as are not to be pataletied in any other book 
of r As they were believed to 

AJ. contain 


When we conſider the krapulous 2eat with which the Scrip- 
tutes were preferved by Quiſtians; that they were reat} in all the 
congregations; that they have been quoted and coraniented upon, 
in every age of the church by diffefent aitthors of different 
nations, who have inſerted the facred tent in their writing; 
that the various ſects and parties equally appealed to the Scrip- 
tures, and mutually rendered any atterpt to corrupt of alter 
them impoſſible : all this will ſet theif character for genuinneſs 
in @ ſtrong light. The numberloſs: copies of thein have indeed 
ſwelled the ſum of various readings and d6rrors of a trifling nature 
me have ctept into them ; yet the mdſt faulty copy now extant, 

* .4y water 


CN. 
contain a true account of Chriſt's life, thoſe 


who embraced his religion regarded them 


as tlieir moſt valuable treaſure; hence nu- 

merous Wu were * made, and 
210 112 1 105 K ng oh er every 

A . by the learned 

pu Bentley, in kis Phileleutherus Liphenſis, that the various 

readings, when: attentively confidered, are @ ſtrong argument for = 

the authenticity of any antent author! Lord Bolingbroke ſeems. 

to lay. great ſtreſs on what Popiſh writers have attempted to ſhew, | 

with regard to the thiiffficiendy of the ſatted text, its obſcurity | 

agar edge); eee 

for it is founded on this abſurd ſuppoſition, that every thing | 

&, or tay be; cohtteverted, multi therefore be tincertdin IT: 

ſcure ; in the farhe notable-yay of reaſonulg he might have told 

us, that nothing can be gopd which is capable of being abuſed. 

The fenſs of the platten Jaws hach beef! wreſted and evided / | 

and, without deſtroying 'matys'coliflit9ton ahd free agency; we: | 

may venture to. ſay, no'revelation' could be ae prey 

articular of Which there fhbuld be a dpi. 

nic, There ate, 'howeber, articles of the 3 

which, are univerſally received by profeſſed Chriſtians; and nt 

ſpite of alf the fubtle diicanery of a Sim\6n, or the faſtickous cavile 

ea Bolibgbroke;' they: Mer En comtrovert this'as the grand 

and apparent defign of Chriſtianity, to rote Wi. frees guilt and 

death, and to rene out depraved natures, that! by his grace we 

way be brought to God, arid led into the e ee of | 

holmeſs, and univerſal goodneſs, under the bleſſed inſſuence 

that lively fdith which ee the Heart, which overcomes th | 

world, and works: by love. But, as al} this is entrétbaly harfly * 

and diſagreeable to ſenſual minds, to unrighteous and ungogly | 

mer, the dodtrines of the geſpel wtf; of ecurſe, be dppolet-by 

thein j/ and her indeed is the great ſovitee: of inddelitfy This 49 

the condemnation, that light i. is tome into the world, and men h 

darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds were evil. 1 


. 
—— —— ͤ—ẽ —— — — —— — ᷓ — — 


ore 1 N * 4 RN TP \ $7347” a2 arp *; 1 ' 
OY OI gets TT OURTESRGT SET ETD. * 
8 . G £4 1 K C 4 5 * * "i th 


6 
every where diſperſed ; ſo that we have now 
remaining more manuſcript copies of the 
goſpels, than of any other antient writings, 
Now, if theſe arguments prove, and I ap- 
prehend they do prove beyond all poſſibili- 
ty of doubt, that the goſpels were publiſhed 
in the very age in which. the. facts are ſaid 
to have happened, it will follow, that the 
particulars of our Saviour's life related in 
them muſt” be true: for the great actions 
of His life were of the molt public nature; 
they were not done in à corner, but in open 
view; and of which there were many wit- 
neſſes, even the whole inhabirants of Jude, ; 
with their prieſts. and rulets. The evan- 
geliſts inform us, that He delivered His 
doctrines, and wrought miracles in places 
of the greateſt reſort; | ſometimes in the 
temple itſelf, under the eye of the chief 
men of the nation, and for the ſpace of 
ſeveral years; that Jeruſalem was often. the 
ſcene of His amazing works, and at times 
when their feſtivals, brought together the 
greateſt concourſe of people. The Phari- 
P ater 


( * 


implacable enemies, are ſaid to have con- 
feſſed to one another, that he did many 
miracles. The facred hiſtorians alſo relate 


darkneſs of three hours continuance; that 
the top to the bottom; that the graves 


midſt of the metropolis. The miraculous 
effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, on the day of 
Pentecoſt, is ſaid to have been in che preſence 
of vaſt multitudes. We are told, that when 


place, ſuddenly there came a ſound from 
heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind, and 
there was a deſcent of fiery rongues upon 
them, by virtue of which, thoſe who for- 
merly knew no tongue but their native one, 
were empowered to converſe publickly with 
men of different nations in their own lan- 


Oil 04-0436 e e guage. 


ſees and chief prieſts, who were ever His 


the prodigies attending His death, as pu- 
blickly known ; appealing for their truth to 
thouſands of witneſſes: they tell us, that 
there was a- ſupernatural eclipſe, and a 
the partition of the temple was rent from 


were opened, and the dead appeared in the 


the apoſtles were all with one accord in one 


IN. 
guage *, The evangeliſts alſo givg a rela- 
tion of ſurprizing miraeles wrought. by the 
apoſtles in Judea particularly, that à man 
lame from his mother's womb was made to 
riſe up and walk; in the preſenee of all the 
people; — that the chief prieſts, and others 
yeſted with all the power of the ſtate, were 
obliged to confeſs the miracle, and to diſ- 
miſs the apoſtles, aſter they had declared 
to thoſe rulers, that the miracle was wrought 
by the power of that Jeſus whom-they had 
crucified, In ſhort, - we are informed of 
many miracles wrought by the! apoſtles in 
the Gentile world, in order to awaken man- 
kind, to inſpire them with à reytrence of 
the doctrines they taught; and to confirm 
the me of: 2 W aint our Lord 


' 


i com- 
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the reſurrection of Chriſt his religion was ſpread, and multitudes 
converted to it through moſt parts of the widely extended Roman 
empire. It will be hard for any man 10 account far this fact, 
without allowing the truth of this miracle. Surely it will not 
be imagined, mat the mean and ſiniple inſtruments chaten to 
propagate Chriſtianity had acquired all the different languages 
in a natural way; and yet without the knowledge of them they 
could have had no acceſs to the Gentile nations. 
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commiſſiongd; chem t publiſh. | But. all 
theſe facts were of ſuch s nature 8s, if falſe, 


muſt, have bean detected and n as 
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Tas is ſo 0 — to inſiſt on ir 
might ſeem almoſt ſuperfluous. Let any 
one call to mind with what abhorrence the 
goctrine of Chriſt was treated by the chief 
prieſts and rylers af the Jews, who looked 
upon his religion, or pretended. to losk upon 
it, as an impious apoſtgey from the law. of 
Moſes z let him likewiſe conſider, how. op- 
poſite this new, religion was to all the cor- 
rupt maxims and cuſtoms of che Gentile 
world, and then judge whether it is. not na- 
tural to think, that the enemies of Chriſt 
would have diſelaimed the facts, upon the 
very firſt appearance of the books that aſſert- 
ed them: certainly, upon ſuppbfition of 
rheir falſhood, . the confutation of them 
had been eaſy did our Lord's adverſaries 
take this eaſy method to. ſuppreſs Chriſtia- 
nity. and confrom its evidence? neither 


Jew 
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* 
Jew nor Gentile ever attemptedt it j on the 
contrary, the goſpels were permitted to go 
abroad every where, without” being called 
in queſtion by any perſon, and thereby their 
truth was It a. 0 in 60 moſt he ag 
cite manner. 515 
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onen more, Les us REY this obſerva 
tion to the truth of 6ur Lord's reſurrection, 
which is one great baſis of our Chriſtian 
faith, and we ſhall inſtantly perceive how 
impoſſible i ir mult have been for the apoſto- 
lical age to be deteived in this article. The 
chief prieſts and elders of the Jews had all 
along perſecuted Chriſt with implacable ani- 
moſity ;—they at length procured his con- 
demnation and death: theſe men, being veſt- 
ed with civil authority, were furniſhed with 
every proper mean for detecting a fraud; 
and had both the inclination and the pow- 
er to puniſh its contrivers. . On the other 
hand, the diſciples of Chriſt were men of 
tow birth and mean fortune; without learn- 
"Ss without credit, without ſupport ; un- 

practiſed 
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practiſed in the arts of deceit, and without 

capacity for managing any myſterious fraud: 
and what were the circumſtances attend 
ing their teſtimony? hy, they avowed the 
truth of. their Maſter's reſurrection on the 


very ſpot, and immediately after it is. ſaid 


to have happened, while the rumour of 
it was freſh; and in the months of all men. 


The evangelical writings, publiſhed ſoon af- 


ter, give a particular account of this grand 
and wonderful event, and charge the Jewiſh 
rulers with the guilt of having bribed the 
Roman guards to propagate. an idle incon- 
ſiſtent tale, that the diſciples of Chriſt, had 
ſtolen away the body while they were a- 
ſleep. ' Had the evangelical relation been 
falſe, it is inconceivable; that its falſhood 
ſhould not have been immediately expoſed : 

—for, not only a regard to their on re- 
putation, but their avowed malice to Chriſt, 

and their averſion to his doctrine, muſt 
have impelled the chief prieſts and elders to 
clear themſelves, in the moſt public manner, 
of the imputation of ſuch complicated guilt 
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and folly. The goſpel- records farther af- 
ſert, that theſe men, inſtoad of bringing che 
leaſt evidence of the extraordindry theft 
charged upon the diſciples, allowed them 
to continue 4 conſiderable time at Jeraſdtem 
unmoleſted; - and that after dur Lord's a 
ſcenſion into heaven, and their being fully 
qualified by the Divine Spirit fot the diſ- 
charge of their great office, the openly te- 
ſtiſied the reſurrection of Jeſus from the 
dead, —and exhorted the pedple-:to: believe 
in him as the Meſſiah promiſed: td their fa- 
thers, through whom: they might obtain 
eternal ſalvation. It is alſo affirmed; that 
they wrought an extraordinary miracle, in 
the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, upon 2 
man who: had been lame from his mother's 
womb. When the apoſtles Peter and ſohn 
were ſeized on this acconm, and brought 
before Ananias the high prieſt, and other 
rulers, they boldly. aſſerted to the face oi 
their powerful accuſers, that Jeſus, whom 
they had crucified, was riſen ſrom the dead, 
and exalted to the right hand of God 
; . We 


G 
We are further told that their enemies, bt: 
ing unable to gainſay the truth of this mita - 
cle, were therefore obliged to diſmiſs them 
with heavy threatnings, and with the ſtrict · 
eſt injunctions, 70 __ no more in the name of 
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viour of the apoſtles before the Senate of 
Iſrael, and of the remarkable ſpeech which 
Gamaliel made to the Sanhedrim on that 
occaſion. But theſe accounts given us by. 
the evangeliſts the miracles, ſaid to have 
been publickly wrought by the apoſtles of 
Chriſt, in ſupport of their teſtimony con- 
cerning his. reſurrettion and aſcenſion jw 
and their narrative of the ſtrange, methods 
made uſe of by the Jewiſh rulers to bring is 
into diſeredit; all theſe things, I ſay, were 
of ſuch a nature, that, if they had been aſ- 
ſerted without foundation, che unſupported 
falſhood myſt. have quickly fallen te the 
ground, and the authors of it ſuffered the 


puniſhment due to their folly. The total 
* L | ſilence 


* 19 
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fence then, of theſe rulers, and their whole 
behaviour on this trying occaſion, muſt 
ſurely be conſidered as a ſtrong geg W. 
to me truth even from enemies. 

: Twi ERE is one other ;niportant fact, wich 
gives an additional ſtrength to all that has 
been now ſaid, and indeed puts the truth of 
the reſurrection pen all U e N 


Ir is Watte true, that at this very 
nd many thouſands of the Jews, at ſeru- 
ſalem, acknowledged the truth of Chriſt's 
being riſen from the dead, and believed in 
him upon the teſtimony of che apoſtles :— 
but durſt theſe apoſtles have preached Jeſus 
and the reſurrection ſo publickly, or could 
theſe Jews have been ſo weak as to give 
credit to their report, had any fraud or im- 
poſture been proved againſt ' them? Tnfi- 
dels may fay they believe this, bur all the 


infidelity in the wore: can never f account 
for it. L 304.49 ane 


* ; 
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2. THE great ſacts contained in the go- 
ſpel-hiſtory are confirmed by authentic mo- 
numents extant, throughout the Whole Chri- 
{tian world, at this very day. It appears, 
by written tradition, that never was or could 
be controverted, that certain rites and fe- 
ſtivals did commence from the time when 
the facts, on which Chriſtianity is founded, 
are ſaid to have been donę: if theſe facts 
had not been true, ſuch feſtivals, and other 
ſolemn obſervances which commemotate 
them, never could have taken place. For 
inſtance, the facrament of the ſupper was 
inſtituted juſt before our Lord's death, and 
the weekly. memorial -of his reſurrection 
commenced from the time in which that 
event is ſaid to have happened; but, it is 
altogether incredible, that theſe inſtitutions 
could have been begun, if Chriſt neither 
died nor roſe from the dead; becauſe it was 
then in every one's power to diſprove the. 
facts, ſo as to render the impoſition of ſuch 
obſervances impracticable. In a word, no, 
nation yes earth ever did,-or eyer will, em- 
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brzcs new ihſtitutions of tellgion, ſubrerſ ve 


of the old, and in oppoſition to all their for- 
mer ꝓrejudices, and all their worldly ime- 
reſts; it hout.· any kind of evidence: —nay, 
without an ooidenes they: * Do * pet- 
Ewe s t ND 2 4100 
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„ene es 
is neching but a narrative of events before they happen, there is a 
rooſt tmportant one ini the goſpæl · fecorcb, of the truth of which the 
city of Jeruſalent, ani the whole penile of the Jens, me & fn 

and living moment. They contain. arvery remarkable 
N eee a a . 
eunſtances attending it, This evetit v bertrafy to t appeur- 
anceg and impaſſible to be foreſeen by human prudence. The Ro- 
rharis had no intereſt to deſtroy à country which was fubjedt to 
tem, and fram whence they drew tiatly Aubantucges ; bor c, 
the Jews entertain any reaſqnable hope of lucceß in a war againft 
tem; de mut therefore be thorvuphly acquainted with che hearts 
— — —— ide, 
who could forete] them with ſuch cctrainty and cractneſs. The 
deſtriition of Jeruſaleut was awfully accor and the mad 
attempt of Juliur, to elude the forte of bur Lords prediftion, 


; miracnlonſly deſcated, even by. the teſtimony of a Heathen hifto- 


rian (Aminzanus ee who was 3n ofier of rank In. the 
OOO Ii ern ö 


An a ads: n ee difperficn of 
that people, which has been fulfilled ;—and they have continued 
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poſſible to actoumt for, on any vther ſuppo- 
firion than that the facts which ſupport our 
holy faith are indeed true; and that is the 
converſion of a great purt of eee 
nen mn, i 


TI. ts is 2 8 which, en in al 10 42 
eumſtanees, is peculiar to the Chriſtian re- 
uglon . Conſlder the nature of this reli- 
San een WIE it had to 


*r Feier grapple 


80 Mails Ee AI lb Lk 
years, unembodied withe any ether nation. This unetanipled 
event. conſidered in all its circumſtances, its connection with the 
fatted prediffions, and with the- whale diſperiſation of providence 
towards that people forrherly; is an undeniabls voucher to the 
truth of the ſcriptures, held forth, as it were, by the hand of 
OxxIrortNce in the fight bf all tht wor! J 


ni by 16 niente te the privpete to oppots the fitt progres 


Kemer e, which is; erer nenten gart of. 
; but it is a known fact, that 


its ſenfual religion, fs arrfully f was propagated by quite 


the world in leſs than a cent 


other meant than the Chriſtian revelation : it qwed its ſiteceb to 
arms and compulſion ; whereas Chriſtianity was ſpread through- 
out” the earth, the Pars of fun years and eſtabfithed itſelf; 


not only . withont the fwore, | hut againſt the ford; not only 


without the powers civil and military to ſupport it, but againſt 

them al united to oppreſs it; tt x word, the believer im Chriit 

was honrly expoſed to fuffcrinigs and death;=thoſe who refuled 

2 
very 
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grapple with :—both Jews and Gentiles, by 
their long: tivetted vices and prejudices, were 
altogether averſe to it :—inſtead-of grafting 
new rites upon the old ſtock of ſuperſtition 
and idolatry, which had been often and 
eaſily practiſed, it proclaimed war againſt 
the whole ſyſtem of Pagan theology: de- 
clared againſt the continuance. of the Jewiſnh 
ceremonial law, and daſhed: to pieces that 
idol of their vanity, a glorious triumphant 
ſecular Meſſiah: it enjoined men to wor- 
ſhip, as their Saviour and Lord, one who 
had been puniſhed wich the ignominious 
death of a malefactor; and inſtead of al- 
luring proſelytes by che proſpect of temporal 
advantages, it obliged them to renounce all 
the ſenſual. gratifications which their own 
religions indulged them in, while their em- 
bracing this new religion expoſed them to 
diſtreſſes and ſuſſerings of various and dread- 
ful Kinds; in a word, Chriſtianity had all 
the powers of the world combined to effect 
its ruin: yet through all theſe ſeemingly 
NO difficulties did it force its way; 

and 
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and totally overthrew all the religions 


then ſubſiſting, while it was preached by 
twelve fiſhermen, —wholly deſtitute of every 
human aid, witheut birth, fortune, or 


karning. The religion of Jeſus proved 


victorious over the malice of the Jews, — 
over the pride and licentiouſneſs of prin- 
ces. the ſecular intereſts of prieſts, - the 
ſelf-ſufficiency of philoſophers, and the ſu- 
perſtitions of che populace, though it was 
propagated by the weakeſt inſtruments; and 
made its way through Leſſer Aſia, Greece, 
and other parts of the Roman empire, re- 
nowned for their learning and reſinement. 
For one to be able to perſuade himſelf, that 
this aſtoniſhing event might be brought a- 


bout in a natural way, againſt the united 
forces of Jews and Gentiles, magiſtrates 
and philoſophers, would require a marvel- 


ous ſhare of credulity; as well may he be- 
lieve, that-ir was poſſible for twelve unarm- 


and conqueſts of a Cœſar or an Alexander! 


And were the triumphs of this religion con- 
fined 
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ed men, to atchieve all the mighty exploits 


I ˙— . a6. an 191 e— F nnen 


g a = 5 


6889 
fined to the lower ſort of people? ſan from 
it: men of the higheſt rank and greateſt 
abilities acknowledged its truth, and ſub- 
mitted to its authority: Dionyſius of the 
Areopagus of Athens, Joſeph of the Jewiſli 
Sanhedrim, the Ethiopian eunuch, Sergius 
Paulus a proconſul. ſome of Coſar's houſ- 
hold, Eraſtus treaſurer of Corinth, Oc. 
all of them men of diſtinction and opulence. 
And what ſhall we ſay of chat prodiglous 
number of Chriſtians which Heathen au- 
thors themſelyes relate to have been ſcatter- 
ed up and down the Roman empire. Ta- 
citus informs us, that in the reign of Nero, 
but thirty years after the xcſurreftion of 
Chriſt, there was an immenſe multitude 
of Chriſtians, not only in Judea, but at 
Rome too, above two thouſand miles from 
Lusen that Neto raiſed. a perſecyrion 
againſt them, attended with circumſtances 


of ſach barbarous cruelty, as, moved the 
compaſſion even of their enemies and 


he , _ WE to-gruſh 
to 64 them 
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them had proved friitles'*:" They were 
indeed unſhaken amidſt all their ſufferings : 
they were faithful unto 0 and ee 
to all rs tere. ien 3 alte in 
Ti atebine'vy Phy the N — 
too remarkable to be paſſed over. 
epiſtle to the emperor 4a 8 not ſeventy 
years after the refürrection, having ſpoken 


very favourably concerning the moral cha- 


racter of Chriſtians, he tells him, that in 


Bithynia,” where he” was govetnor, Above 
cwelre hundteck miles from ſeruſalem, the 
road to'which 1yes throug h ſeveral __ 
of different languages, F through 8 ws 
Cilicia, Lycaonia, Ma tne and Phrygia, 
« The Chriſtian" ition, ab he called 
n pt, was göt inte the villages as well 48 


« che eities; that the temples had in 4 


manner been "deferred, ſacrificing” long 
« jntermicesd; and the worthip' of the gods 
Aneglected; inſomuch, that hardly any 
20 ole could be found, Who "would buy 
M un 
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victims to be offered to them; although 
Y great ſeveriries! hid ene {upon 


N 


« rank and ape f. be. ee of the 
gods were left deſolate :—their oracles were 
ſlenced, and no more pretended. to give 
reſponſes to thoſe. Who conſulted them: 
men turned from the worſbip of dumb idols, 
to the ſervice of the, Living; God;—thc 
religion of Chriſt grew . mightily. and pre- 
vailed, in, ſpite of the peer and wiſdom 
and policy of choſe who ſtrenuouſſy op- 
poſed it. Doth not the truth of Chriſti- 
anity here preſent itſelf to our Meg ein 
a ſtrong and demonſtrative evidencet;! 
See 1 aaa 
Wu AT poſiible eee . 
Jews or Gentiles have had to, renounce. che 
religion of their country to embrace che 
Chriſtian faith, to ſubmit to its precepts, 
to expoſe themſelves to various, hardſhips, 
to bitter afflictions, and even to death it- 
Ms 0 they had not * well convinced 
e 5 of 
7 Plin. Epiſt. Ib. 10. Epiſt. 97. 


T3 
of its Divine original, and of the unqueſtion- 
able truth of thoſe extraordinary facts by 
which our religion was atteſted? Surely 
their faith in a'crucified' Saviour, and ſuf- 
fering the worſt © extremities for His fake, 
was an open declaration to the world, that 
they were thoroughly fatisfied" of the reality 
of the miracles; and this teſtimony is the 
ſame kind of evidence, as if they had put 
it in writing, and cheſe writings had been 
tranſmitted to us; Ait is alf6* real evidence, 
becauſe it is of facts concerning which they , 
had full opportunity” to be rightly inform - 
ed: — not to inſiſt on that cbnviction of 
their truth which was derived from what 
they felt in their own ſouls, and from that 
happy change which had taken place there, 
in conſequence of their being enlightned 
with.the knowledge and grace of Chtiſti- 
anity. This muſt have been to them a 
very ſtrong additional evidence of its truth 
and importance; as it is alſo a clear proof 
to us, chat theſe doctrines were indeed Di- 

NM 2 Vine, 
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vine, and.that the power of Almighty grace 
hi En the preachingtor: chem. 
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3. Tus high cxcdibilicy. of hy * 
Fre will farther appear, if we conſider 
the character of che evangelical. Writers. 
They were eye. and ear witneſſes of moſt of 
the facts they record, and wert alſo fully in- 
ſtructed in relation to their cauſes aud mo- 
tives. Their hiſtory conſiſts in reporting 
the actions which Jeſus did, and the words 
which he ſpake. They tell us, that he wa: 
born in Bethlehem, and brought up at Na- 
zareth: chat for ſame years, during his pu- 
ble miniſtry, he went about, inculcating 
the important truths of his goſpel, and per- 
forming fuch wonderful works, as Detking 
ſhorr of infinite power could have produced: 
they ll us en theſe works were #3 that 
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' res aaa og: 
- miracles by which Chri iſtianity was eſtabliſhed, alleged the hiſto- 
xical evidence that is offered for ſome Popiſli miractes, which yet 
are, on all hands, allowed to be falle and abſurd, Here, a en ma. 
ny other occaſions, theſe gentlemen ſeem to have throw al 
regard to candour — wh the moans bet, AY ed they 

can 


1 

=. 
E. 
8 
"" 
* 
Ly 


he fed. th 


Kempers by a touch of his hand, or a word 
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thouſands, of people with fine loaves 


and a fey ſmall fes; that the winds and 
the ſeas; were obedient to his voice : that he 
gave eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, and 
cars to the deaf ; chat he opened the mouth 
of che dumb, cured the moſt inyeterate di- 


of his mouth; and brought the dead hack a · 
and roſe from the dead on che thind day'; was 
ſcen by bis diſciples, and converſed with them 


Mer une Asen frequentiy 
can ſerve the ꝓutpoſ of Fiiſying Chriſtianity and ity bjdfſed Au- 
thor. But who, that is not, warped with prejudice, and bereft of 
all ingermity, cant dern the leuſt fimilarity between the miracles 
of eur | Saviour, ang hoſe, fax ;ibſiarice, ſaid co by wrought at 
the tomb of the Abbe Paris? Were not theſe, fi miracles 
wrought in favonr of a phtidular Wet among de Pipiſts, hoſe 
political .uftereſt, was to þe-ferved by them ?. Farther, were ge 
ſuppoſed miracles wrought before the, enen of the whole nation, 
and in preſence of eneres? Or rather, wefe not the tales con- 
artful ſect was engaged, by reputation and intereſt, to ſupport 


' their creckt? On the dther tum, what was the caſe with reſpett to 
in face of the ſun, before great multitudes, and in preſence of 
Quilts moſt virubem erermes; © There was no party formed to 
{upport their repntittion ; yet was his religion eſtablifhed upon the 
credit of thoſe miraculous facts, though not only diſcountenaneed 
by an the civil powers then in being, but in ſpite of the whole 
force and influence of Jews and Heathens combined againſt it. 
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frequently for forty days afterwards chat, 
during this ſpace, they ſaw him do ſeveral 
wonderful works; that he gave them in- 
ſtructions concerning the nature of his king - 
dom and church ;—promiſing them his con- 
tinual preſence, together with the gift of 

miraculous powers. They declare, that they 
were bleſſed and comforted by him re- 
ceived his Inſt commands” and directions; 
ſaw him actually taken up from them, and 
aſcend into heaven; and, in fine, that after 
this they returned to Jeruſalem, and; wait- 

ing there according to their Maſter's ap- 
pointment, were enduod with the extraor- 
dinary powers he had them. Now, 
if we will but allow, that theſe men kad 
eyes and ears and natural ſenſe, theſe arc 
facts about which they could. not poſſibly 
be miſtaken; for it required neither acute- 
neſs of genius, nor depth of learning to 
judge of them. In vain then, ſhall we look 
for an inſtance ſimilar to this in all the records 
of hiſtory.—As to antient hiſtorians, moſt 


of them write of 1 — an ages 
before. 


—_ 

before. The authors who give us the moſt” 
circumſtantial/ detail of Alexander's affairs, 
are Diodorus Siculus, Dintus Curtius, Ar- 
rian, and plutarch; but the eldeſt of theſe 
lived ſome hundred years aſter Alexander. 
Even cotemporary writers have ſeldom 
ſeen the fats they relate; they were often 


in a country far. diſtant from the ſcene of 


action, and had their information only from: 
public - reports. . If it happens indeed rhat 


an author be at the, ſame time hiſtorian 


and witneſs; chat he attended the prince or 
general whoſe actions he deſcribes, and has 
been his, intimate friend, this gives pecu- 
liar weight and eſtimation to bis memoirs z 
hence the high character of Polybiug's hiſto- 
ry, and particularly of that part of it, in 
which. he relates the actions of Scipio Aſri- 
canus. Still more do we. eſteem hiſtories 
written by pr inces, or generals, who relate 


their own actions with apparent modeſty 


and candour, ſuch as Ceſar, or Xenaphon: 
what a high degree of regard tlien, even in 
ane. is due to the Ney Teſtament 


hiſtorians, 
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hiſtorians,” who narrute almoſt nothing but 
what they ſaw and heard; and who are them - 


ſelves.s gear part of the hiſtory they write? 


; to obs zt 999; 05100006 bus n. 
„rb e wa that 
e mark the integrity of cheir charac- 


Thoſe who have long been famillariz- 
24 r10:mheieirwricddeſ ate: t0:6v8rlook 
many things, which, when at- 
tended roy afford the moſti ſtrixing preſum p- 
tions of their veracity. What à reark- 
able ſimplieity, and unaſfected modeſty in 
all their relations! wWithöut the ſmalleſt art 
or colourimg, they give us à plain unddom- 
ed rarrative of facts; and ſeem net in the 
teaſt ſollicitqus | as to the reception their 
hiſtory - might meet with. 11 ſublimc 
rruths Which their Maſter uttered, "and the 
wonderſul actions he performed, we hear 
wich aſtoniſhment ; but they are related by 
His diſciples without the ſmalleſt comnieht, 
or remark” upon theme The beabties of 
His life and character) though they: muſt 
r obſerved ry attemive eye, 


receive 
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teceive nv encomiums from the evangeliſts; 
nor do they lament His death, or paſs the 
leaſt cenſure upon. His enemies, for all the 
unmerited and bitter ſufferings with which 


they loaded him; every thing is told ſimply 


as it happened, without drawing the ſmalleſt 
concluſion, either in honour of their Maſter, 
or themſelyes What other thari the moſt 
upright intentions could have dictated ſuch 
a ſtyle of writing; Again, how conſpicuous 
is their probity, and impartiality in what 
they have related concerning their own cha- 
lacters? they inform us not only of the 
lowneſs of their worldly condition; but of 
their i ignorance ;, their vain ambition, their 
denying. and forſaking their Maſter, and 
their. inexcuſeable incredulity. None of 
theſe things are concealed or ſoftned, though 
they ſeem to bear hard on them and theit 
friends. . Can an impoſtor write in this 
way? Impoſſible. And what inducement 
could they indeed have ſo to write, and {0 


ſteadily to maintain the cauſe of Chriſt, 
othet than the love of truth, and 2 full 
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* C9 1 
ſenſe of facred obligations? They ſet them- 
ſelves in oppoſition to the whole world, by 
requiring men to ſubmit to a religion, that 
was diametrically oppoſite to all their deep 
rooted prejudices, and ſuperſtitions. Was 
not this going againſt all the rules of world- 
ly intereſt and policy? Had not their Maſter, 
inſtead of feeding them with fair hopes and 
promiſes, as all impoſtors have conſtantly 
done; had He not, on the contrary, aſſured 
them in the moſt poſitive manner, that in 
executing their charge they would incur 
the hatred of the world, and might expect 
the moſt injurious and cruel treatment? 
Their proſpects then, with regard to this 
life, were ſurely full of diſcouragement and 
terror; and this, when properly attended 
to, muſt be ſufficient to convince every one 
of their uprightneſs, who is not obſtinately 
bent in diſbelieving what the ſober part of 
mankind muſt, and will conclude in caſes 
of this nature. Since the world began, 
can there be produced a ſingle inſtance of 
any impoſtor, who ever went ſo far, as to 
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throw away reputation, and every earthly 
comfort, and life itſelf, in ſupport of falſ- 
hoods, which he himſelf knew to be ſo? 
To ſay, that Enthuſiaſts have ſuffered the 
greateſt miſeries, and death itſelf, in de- 
fence of falſe opinions, is by no means to 
the purpoſe : for, though this kind of teſti- 
mony cannot eſtabliſh the truth of opinions, 
yet it muſt be admitted as a proof, nay, as the 
ſtrongeſt proof, of the truth of facts which 
were well known to the perſons who ſo at- 
teſted them; and, as the things contained 
in the writings of the evangeliſts are ſuch 
as came under the obſervation of the ſenſes, 
and which Enthuſiaſm could not poſſibly 
diſcolour; therefore cheir ſuffering the great- 
eſt extremities, in ſupport of them, muſt be 
a proof of thoſe facts: otherwiſe, to uſe 
the words of a noted ſceptic, © The falſ- 
«© hood of their teſtimony, was more mira- 
* culous than the events they relate, *” 
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„ Hume's Eſſay on Miracles. This writer oppoſes preſent 
experience to the teſtimony of diſtant times and places; and if 
this experience ſhews him, that miracles are not done now, it is 


ſufficient, 
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4. I ſhall mention but one thing more, 
which, taken in conjunction with the fore- 
going obſervations, tends ſtill further to e- 
ſtabliſh our belief of the goſpel-records. Tt 
hath been already remarked, that in the 
accounts which the New Teſtament give; 
of our Saviour, we meet with no ſtudied 
encomiums. Indeed the ſight of What i; 
great and beautiful hath another kind of 
effect than the moſt laboured deſcriptions 
of it. The character which theſe writing; 
give of our Lord is altogether uncommon, 
and is left entirely to its own intrinſic merit: 
and is not this character plainly drawn from 
the life ? Were' len men as the evangeliſts, 
confeſſedly 


ſufficient, as he thinks, to annihilate all the evidence that can 
be produced for them from hiſtory.—But' a more 'ablird argu- 
ment, certainly, never was invented; it was fully refuted and 
expoſed by Mr. Adams; and, it is ſaid, Mr. Hume hath been ſo 
candid, as privately to acknowledge, that his anſwerer had th- 
betrer of the argument; if this be true, is it not a debt he owes 
to truth, to own thus much to the public? 4 knew not, fa: 
« Mr. Locke, any thing more diſingenuous, than not publick!y 
40 to own a conviction one has received, concerning any thing 
60 erroneous in what one hath printed: nor can there, I think, 
t be a greater offence againſt mankind, than to propagate 4 
< ſjaihood, whereof one is convinced, eſpecially in a watter 
6 wherein men are hig ai concerned not to be miſſed. 
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confeſſedly of the meaneſt rank, and deſti- 
tute of every human aid, capable of feign- 
ing ſuch à character in which we find c- 
very thing that is amiable: and excellent :— 
exalted piety, the moſt venerable fimpliciry 


of ſpirit, and unexampled ſanctity of man- 


ners: a greatneſs and majeſty: well becoming 
the Son of God, joined with; that meekneſs 
and condeſcenſion which became the Savi- 
our of ſinful; men: the moſt conſummate 
wiſdom diſplayed in the beanty of his max- 
ims, the ſolidity of his reflections, and the 
noble ſentiments of religion which fliine in 
every page of his. Hiſtory: tranſcendent 
overflowing bene volence to the whole hu 
man race, while it was the ceaſeleſs labour of 
his ſoul, and the great buſineſs of his life, 
to promote their welfare and happineſs :— 
his whole conduct ſuch, as to exclude all 
ſuſpicion of his haying any ſecular intereſts, 
or ſelfiſh ends in view the moſt amazing 
fortitude and heroiſm appearing. - through. 
the whole ſcene of his ſufferings, in conjunc- 
gon 1 acute ſenſibility of them, and 
yet, 


(- S083 

yet; with a tendet and compaſſionate ton. 
eern fot thoſe who. inflicted them: in fine, 
a meekneſs and a. patience ſuperior to the 
greateſt injuries, aud the moſt; crael uſage ! 
Was it poflible for theſe unlettered attleſ; 
men to frame ſuch a character, —ſuch a grand 
and gracibus deſign to be ſerved hy him, — 
ſuch meaſures purſued for attaining it,. and 
to 2 the dignity of this ſingular cha- 
rater through ſo many occafional diſcourſes 
and incidents as the evangelle writings re- 
cord ? Is all this merely imaginary and in- 
vented, or was it produced by blind ipno- 
rance and enthuſiaſm? As well might ir be 
e that the d + the 


7 i} 


Alb au" "wy mira provepts 
rhey-reprefent- him as having eauglir, and 
which we find beautifully illaftrated in the 
characters and writings of his apoRtles ? The 
moſt pure, the moſt tefined, the moſt ele- 
vated imaginabie: etjoining ne uſtles'at- 
e 

equally 
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equally to promote the happineſs of indivi- 
duak, and of human ſociety * :—precepts 
which demonſtrate the lawgiver to have 
been perfectly acquainted with haman na- 
ture, and the beſt friend of human kind. 
And are we not laid under the moſt i import- 
ant and endearing obligations to the obſerv- 
ance of them? Are not the moſt bliſsful pro- 
miſes, and the moſt forcible and perſuaſive 
motives ſet before us? Are not the greateſt 
objects of fear and hope preſented to our 
thoughts, in that everlaſting miſery which 
is denounced againſt the finally impenitent, 
and in that eternal felicity which is graci- 
ouſly promiſed ro the upright ſervants of 
God? A felicity flowing from the light of 


his countenance, from the reſemblance of 


his moral excellence, and from rhe purity 
and perfection of their natures in the hea- 
venly ſtate, Can' any man ſoberly and ſeri- 


douſly 

— Chulighing hes hit thou anhak that, 

while they intended to-vilify its ſyſtem of morality, they have 

borne implicite teſtimony to its excellence, by fruitlefdy attempt- 

ing to ſhew; that the ſublimeſt truths and precepts of the goſpel 

may be found ſcattered among the writings of the Heathen philo- 
fophers and poets. 
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* judge that we could have had ſuch 
a ſyſtem of doctrines, —his perfect idea of 
religion, from an .impoſtor? What] one 
who taught natural religion in its genuine 
ſmpliciry,.. free from thoſe ſuperſtitions 
which univerſally prevailed, and with which 
it was almoſt totally ' corrupted ;—whoſe 
laws were holy, juſt, and wiſe, and good: 
a Teacher and a Lawgiver beyond. all that 
ever were; from whom we have all that 
the pureſt reaſon can teach us to expect 
ſrom one ſent of God who himſelf led a 
life the beſt, the moſt 'amiable and uſeful, 
that ever was led by man, or ever was the 
ſubject of any | hiſtory ;—thar, even Hx, 
ſhould be impiouſly thought of as one of a 
baſe and flagitious character, engaged in 4 
deſign founded on known falſhood, - and 
tending only to deceive and ruin his follow- 
ers! To what a pitch of phrenzy, alas 
muſt that imagination have arrived, that 
can take up with ſuch a concluſion! In 
ſhort, a perfect character, ſuch as the world 
never before ſaw, is exhibited to us in the 
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writings of illiterate men: it is à real. cha» 
ractet: it cannot be a feigned one. Whence 
then had this illuſtrious perſon, whom they 
deſcribe, ſuch tranſcendent wiſdom and good- 
neſs, ſeeing He ſpoke and acted as neyer 
man did amr nds, bur from God! 


Ani now, un akin a view 716 this 
arguments which eſtabliſn the credit of go- 


ſpel-hiſtory, we may next conſider, whether 


this is not indtred Jeſus the Meſſiah, con- 
cerning whom the antient prophets ſpoke: 
and whoſe character, offices, and conduct, 
as predicted by them, are to be found in our 
glorious, gracious Redeemer, and in him 
alone. This will give us a further confir- 


mation of the truth of the Oid Teſtament, 


and exhibits one entire oeconomy of Di- 
vine wiſdom and e for the nder bed 
lin * * $756, Ankvic 


Sou notice hath beck Sd _ of 
the accurate and undeniable” prediftions re- 
=} to the future condition of the Jews, 
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and of the neighbouring nations with whon 


they were concerned, Egypt, Babylon, and 
Tyre. It might, with good reaſon then, 
be expected, that the prophets of God, en- 
lighrened by Him, ſhould give ſome know- 
ledge of things ſtill more important than 
theſe, namely, concerning the Almighty Re- 
deemer of men, who was in'due time to ap- 
pear in this world. —And, in fact, we find, 
that the former predictions ſerved only as a 
preparation to others of far greater conſe- 
quence, delivered in ſuch a circumſtantial 
and determinate manner, as to command 
the fulleſt conviction and belief. Thus as 
the Jewiſh law and ceremonies were ſha- 
dows of good things to come, and typical 
of a more perfect diſpenſation, ſo the pro- 
phets frequently ſpeak of a new and better 
covenant, containing the higheſt ſpiritual 
bleſſings :—which bleſſings were not to be 
confined to the Jews, but to be extended to 
the Gentile world, who were to be enligh- 
tened in the knowledge of Divine things, 
and turned from idolatry to the worſhip of 

the 
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the true God. It was foretold, that they 

ſhould come unto God from the ends of the 

earth, and acknowledge the vanity of their 

idols *. This event was to be ſomewhat 

ſo great, that the Moſt High is repreſented 

as declaring, I it a light thing that thou 

ſhouldeſt be ny ſervant to' raiſe up the tribes 

of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael + 

I will alſo give thee:for a light to ibe Gentiles, 

that thou mayeſt be for ſalvation unto the end of 
the carth f. And there ſhall come forth a Rod 
out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a Brunch ſhall grow 

out of his roots «the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
reſt upon him, the Spirit of wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding, the Spirit of counſel and might :—40 
him ſhall the Gentiles. ſeek, and bis reſt ſhall 
be glorious k. For from the riſing of the fun, 
unto the going down of the ſame, my name. ſhall 
be great among the Gentiles ||.' The prophets. 
ſpeak of a kingdom that was to be erected 
under the laſt of the four ſucceſſive em- 
pires, to wit, the Roman, by One to whom 
ſhould be given a dominion unlimited both 

Hoe F oc ll 
* Jerem, xvi. 29. f Iſa, ir. 6. 1 Ig. zl. 1. I Mal. l. 11, 


( 108 } 
in extent and dutation They deſcribe 
his glorious excellency and dignity, as ont 
Theſe name is W onderſul, the Printe of peace, 
Immanuel, God with ur d. They point at 
his myſterious. incarnation: A virgin ſpall 
conceive, and hear a Son, and ſhall call his name 
Inmunuci e. They foretel the time of his 
appearance; ere the ſceptre ſnould depart 
from Judab, and four hundred and nine; 
years after their return from the captivity of 
Babylon d. They declare the place of his 
birth; that our of Bethlehem de ſhould come auh 
was 10 be'the Ruler of Iſrael, whoſe goingl fort 
have bern of old, from everlaſting * Into their 
ſecond remple was he to enter, and, on ac- 
count of his preſence in it, the glory of this 
temple was to le grruter than that. of the firſ! *. 
They farther. ſpeak of the nature and digni- 
ty of jus mediĩatorial offices: he was to be 
4 prieſt, chough not of the tribe of Levi: 
he was to receive a kingdom, and to be the 
Son of David, "whom yet David calls ki, 
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Dan. nv. and xi. chapters. 
Gen. Mx. 10. and Dan. iz. 24. 
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Lorda. He was to be = righteous King; having 
ſalvarion b. A prophet alſo, but of diſtin- 
guiſned eminence; one greater than Moſes ©, 
who ſbould preach good ridings to the meek; and 
bind up the broken-hearted, ſboutd proclaim li- 
berty to the captives, and comfort to all that 
mourned®; and that he ſhould bring forth jndgment 
1 * Gentiles, and ile iſles ſhould wait for his 

o. His forerunner is deſcribed,,: as coming in 
” ſpirit of Elias, crying in the wilderneſs, Pre- 
pare, ye the way of the Lord, make his path 
fraight . When the Saviour ſhould: ap- 
pear, nickty. works were to be done by | 
him: for He was to oper the eyes of the blind, 
aud unſiop the cars 'of the deaf: to make the | 
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb 10 ſing . But, notwithſtanding 
all the evidences of His Divine miſſion, 
and all the excellence of His character, he 
was to be rejected by his blinded country- 
men, Though he was ſo long promiſed, 
and though he was ſo much deſired by 


them, 


a Ila. B. I. Plal. fl. and cx. dad in. 9 Deut. xviii. 18. 
Ita. bd. 1. e IIa. Ii. 4. Ila. Al. 3. 3 Iſa. v. 3, 6. 
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1 yet he was to be for a ſtone. of umb. 
ling, and for à rock f offence to both the 
houſes of Iſrael, —for a: gin, aud for a ſnare to 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem *. The ſuffer- 
ings of the Meſſiah" are alſo foretold and 
deſcribed by the prophets. He was to be 
deſpiſed and rejected of men, to be oppreſſed 
and a ſflicked.— to be led as a lamb to the flaugh- 
ter, and as a ſbecp before her Mearers is dumb, 
—not- opening his mouth, except 10 make = 
interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors. He was in- 
deed 70 be wounded for our tranſereſſ ont, 10 
be bruiſed for our iniquities, and to mabe hi; 
foul an offering for ſin d. The Meſſiah was 
to be cut off —that he might finiſh rranſgreſſi won, 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs ©. © The remarkable 
expreſſions in the twenty ſecond pſalm, can 
hardly have any meaning when applied to 
David, but appear to have been punctuall) 
fulfilled when they are conſidered as a pro- 
phetical deſcription of the Meſſiah's ſuffer- 
ings ;—for his enemies were to ſtrip him of 
e ob Wes. 7 OM PRs, 

2 Ifa. vii 14. bIfa, Hi. e Dan. is, 24- | 
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his raiment, and to caſt bots upon his veſture:+ 
ro pierce: his hands and feet ; to mock him, 
and ſhake their heads'at him : 10 give him gall 
to eat, and vinegar to drink: he was to be 
reduced to ſo weak and languiſhing a con- 
dition, that his bones might all be counted, — 
that his heart ſhould. melt within him, and his 
tongue cleave to the roof of his mouth ; and 
that he ſhould be 8 down to the 4 
of 4 1 


Bur this meritorious Sufferer was not to 


to be left under the power of death ®, He 


was to ſubdue his enemies, and to live and 
reign for evermore . The deſtruction and 
diſperſion of the unbelieving Jews 4, and 
the flowing in of the Gentiles to the 
church, are alſo foretold in a variety of plain 
expreſſion . And, upon the whole, who is 
there of an unbiaſſed mind, and poſſeſſed 
y b of 
2 Pſal. xii. | b Plal. xvi. 10. | e Ifa, Vii. 11, 12. and is. 7. 
and Dan. vii. 14. Deut. xxviii chap. Iſa. viii. 15. Cc. &c. 
Hoſea ili. 4, . epfal. Loox, IIa. i. 2. Ia! xi-—Ifa, Ki, 10. 


Ifa. liv. Iſa. x. 1. Ila. bo. 1, Ezek, xvil. 22, Micah iv. . Hab it. 
„ e, | 
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of a real regard to truth, but muſt inſtantly 


recognize in all rheſe . predictions. the cha- 
racter and actions, the ſufferings and the 


triumphs, of the incarvate 8on of God? 
When we compare the whole ſeries of the 
evangelic hiſtory with the Old Teſtament 
repreſentations of the Meſſiah's character, 
conduct and circumſtances, do e not ſec 
the law and the prophets centering in Jeſus 
as the promiſed Saviour *? And when we 
take a full view of the whole chain of evi- 


dence contained in the Old and Ne ew. Teſta- 


ment, 

* Hence may be ſeen the fuiteli Jab xr of Collins, in endea- 
vouring to thew that ſome prophecies are capable of another ſenſe, 
and of being applied to other events than thoſe to which the a- 
poſtles have applied them; without attempting to anſwer What 
has been ſaid, to aſtertain the grand facts concerning the Meſſiah, 
predicted in the Old Teſtament, and fulfiled in the New. Thus 
he laboured to prove, that ſome prophecies were myfucal and 
allegorical, and as ſuch only applicable to Chriſt ; whilſt he 
entirely overlooked thoſe that were clear and explicite, becauſc 
they would not have anſwered his purpoſe. The evidence above 
given for the truth of Chriſtianity will alſo ſhew the egregious 
falſhood of his aſſertion, that our religion has nothing to ſupport 
it, but Old Teſtament prophecies. It is ſaid, this gentleman was 


aà virtuous and honeſt Deiſt; he made an open profeſſion, however, 


of the Chriſtian faith, and joined in the public rues ef the 
Church; and, as a- man of underſtanding, he could nat but be 
ſenſible E. the fallacy and the weakneſs of that method of e. 
ing by which he intended to overthrow Chriſtianity. . 
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ment, hat can we think of ſuth aſſertions 

as theſe; ** That Chriſtianity, has nothing 
«40 depend upon, but the force of educa · 
« tion, and the bivil and eccleſiaſtical 
1% power that it is deſtitute of that force 
which ſubdues the ingenuous mind, and 
« awes the conſcience by conviction?ꝰ 
Bleſſed be God, we can give a befter reaſon 
for the hope that is in us; and tan ſhew 
the grounds upon which our clear and full 
conviction is built; when we receive the 
Scriptures not as the word of men, but (as 
they are in 4. THE Worp or n 

come now os eo: 797 place briefly an 
ſhew the high importance and excellency of 
Scripture-hiſtory z and, from what the hiſto+ 
ry itſelf has prefented us with; the illuſtra- 
tion of this part oh. our Kere will ne Lu 


and obvious. i ter | 


c 


* 


I will not pretend to enumerate all the 
particulars that demonſtrate. its perfection * 


and uſefulseſs; it * advantages in 
100 common 
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common (though in a more eminent de- 
gree) with other hiſtory, which, when pro- 
perly conducted, and attended to, enlargcs 
the mind, fills. it with uſeful knowledge, and 


gives us many . leſſons of unn 
and e, 


Nos ſhall 1 inſiſt on the-important aid: 
which chronology derives from the Old 
Teſtament for fixing its Aras. The Bible, 
it is true, does not contain any materials 
for a compleat hiſtory either of the firſt or 
| ſubſequent ages. It is the ſtate of religion 
that is the ſubject of Scripture:—rhe poli- 
tical and civil ſtate of the world is only 
taken notice of as religion is affected by 
it:—in a word, it relates only thoſe grand 
events, which it was neceſſary for mankind 
to be acquainted with, and ſuppreſſes all de- 
tails that would have ſerved only to gratify 
our curioſity. The Old Teſtament, never- 
theleſs, contains a chronological account of 
the beginning of the world, and from thence 


am unbroken genealogy of mankind for 


many 
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many ages, prior to the accounts of prophane 
hiſtory; carried on as much farther, as to 
make up a continued narration, without 
chaſm or interruption, for the ſpace of near 
four thouſand years; that is from the crea- 
tion to the Babyloniſh captivity 3: an advan- 
tage this, which no common hiſtory can 
pretend to; —and from this account, per- 
haps, may be derived a more perfect ſyſtem 
for the fixing of events, aud the computa- 
tion of time, than from the Olympiads of 
the GU or _ ite . HEY | 


— a cheſs * adi are o- 
ther reſpects in which Scripture-hiſtory is 
eſſentially diſtinguiſhed from all other hiſ- 
tories, . except ſuch as have copied from it. 
Prophane records contain only human acti- 
ons and events: they tell us nothing about 
the world we inhabit; whether it was creat- 
ed, and how it is preſerved; whether it is 
governed by a wiſe and good Providence, or 
is under the dominion of blind chance, or 
unrelenting neceſſity: from them we receive 

5 6 ä no 
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no knowledge of our true origin, of ih- 
great end of our being, and of What rc. 
lates, in general, to our circumſtances in 
this preſent ſtate. But ſacred hiſtory in 
forms us, that this world is the workman- 
ſhip of God ; chat ir was ar ſuſt created, and 
is continually ſuſtained: by his Almigh:; 
Power; that his wiſdom arranged and'unir- 
ed its ſeveral parts, and that his Providence 
preſides over all. It teaches us, that this 
Providence directs what is called the eourſ⸗ 
of nature, and that ic extends to all events, 
and to all the concerns of nations, of ſocic · 
ries, and of individuals; his ſurely is a mo 
rational and reviving doctrine. What, :- 
as! would we have to do in a world devoid 
of a Deity, and devoid 'of à Providence 
Without a God our ſituation would be forjorn 
beyond expreſſion; and had we no belief. ©! 
a Wiſe over rulmg Providence, but imagin- 
ed that ell things were going on at random, 
we could not be ſore, but next moment they 
might run into ſinal confuſion. But farther, 


SACRED 
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( 837 ) 
Sac hiſtory ſets before us God's mo- 
ral government of His intelligent creatures, 
which is cartied on in righteouſneſs and 
mercy, while the whole is directed to che 
Pos and nobleſt ends with reſpect to 
the original forination of man, we are 
b in the Scriptures, that God is the 
Fat her of our ſpivirs; chat He breathed in- 
to man's noſtrik the breath of liſe, and gave 
him a living ſoul, intelligent and immortal; 
chat He created hin after His on image, 
whilſt he rightly acknowledged his Maker, 
quaint us alſo of his moutnfal apoſtacy from 
God, and irs diſmal effects. of the entrance 
of ſin, and, together with it, of diſtreſs and 
death, into our world. But as man was not 
to be leſt to periſh in the ruins of his fall, the 
Scripture points out 4hie method of his reſto- 
ration by an Almighty Deliverer, Who was 
then promiſed to him for! his conſolation 
under the loſs of- immortality; 8 aon * 


expulſfon from Paradiſc. 
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Ix after times, and in order to preſerve 
the knowledge of true religion, and of the 
promiſes of redeeming mercy, God was 
pleaſed to ſeparate a peculiar people from 
the reſt of mankind, not merely for their 
own fakes, but for the ſake of all: by his 
mighty power were they brought out of E- 
gypt into a diſtant country, in ſpite of the 
attempts of a potent monarch to detain 
them in ſervitade;—in ſpite of the reſo · 
lution of ſeveral combined kings to diſpute 
the paſſage with a raw undiſciplined people. 
His law was delivered to them with tremen- 
duous pomp from Mount Sinai; — they ſaw 
his mighty works in the deſert; and the- 
ſtoniſhing miracles that were wrought were 
the very means of ſeparating the Iſraelites 
from the reſt of the world; of preſerving a- 
mong them the knowledge and worſhip of 
God ;—and rended alſo to give them aw- 
ful and laſting impreſſions of his moral go- 
vernment, which was in a peculiar-manner 
exerciſed over themſelves; whilſt, at che fame 
time, they were made inſtruments in the 

hand 


( mg ) 
hand of Providence to mark out and vindi- 
cate this government, in puniſhing the na- 1 
tions of Canaan, whoſe wickedneſs was fla- | 
msi nl the 154 oe W ee WAS. | 
Fell. ; 


BuT al this was ſubſeiryiens to a deggn 
ſtill more important; as they were to be the 
depoſitaries of thoſe gracious promiſes, which 
concerned the grand purpoſes of Divine 
wiſdom and love, by means of an Almighty. 
Redeemer ; who was to-appear in the fulneſs 
of time, and in whom all the. nations of the 
earth were to be. _ | 


Tas ESE unde were hae ws unf. 
mitted from age to age; and this purpoſe, 
worthy of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
together with the extraordinary means of 
its accompliſhment, was gradually diſcloſed. 
In the Old Teſtament, one inſpired prophet 
hands down, as it were, this lamp of the go 
ſpel to another; and the more hands ĩt paſs- 
es through, it ſhines ſtill more bright, till, 


at 


(- #20 ) | 
at length, che great Meſſiah, as the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, ariſes in the New Teſtament, 
with a luſtre and dignity ſuitable to ſo glo- 
rious « Perſonage. Here we find Him, of 
whom Moſes and the prophets did write, 
Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son 4 God, and the Sa- 
viour of the world. 


Tn x New Teſtament hiſtory gives us the 
full knowledge of his doctrines and precepts, 
his perfect example, and his mighty works. 
Thercin are revealed the counſel and will of 
God for our falvation; for our deliverance 
from condemnation, and from the power 
and ſlavery of fin ;—for our reſtoration to the 
favour and the image of Gad, and for our 
being raiſed to the perfection and final hap- 
pineſs of out nature, by this divine Saviour. 
As the great Prophet ſent from God, he 
publiſhed alſo the laws of righteouſneſs and 
true goodneſs, ſet before us every part of 
our duty, and exemplified the whole in his 
own life and character. His heavenly mil- 
ſion was atteſted by a feries. of aſtoniſhing 


miracles, 
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miracles, by his reſurrection from the dead, 
and by all that followed upon it: — for, 
having ſiniſned the work that was given 
him to do, by his offering up himſelf as an 
expiatory ſacrifice, or atonement for fin, 
upon the croſs, he roſe from the dead as a 
conqueror, 'and aſcended into heaven, where 
he ſita at the right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
having all power in heaven and on earth com- 
mitted to him, and it exalted as a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of 
ins, and to pour down upon his church the 
ineſtimable bleſſings of his ſalvation. He 
ſhall reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet; and He will come again to judge 
the world in righteouſueſs. | The New /Tef- 
tament hiſtory further informs us, that 
he gave commiſſion to his apoſtles to pu- 
bliſh the doctrines of his kingdom to the 


world; that by his Spirit they were quali- 
fied for the right diſcharge of their duty; 
that their ſacred miſſion, and the immortal 
truths Which they publiſhed, rwere:confirm- 
on by. miracles, / and gifts of the Holy 
10 Q Ghoſt, 


(. $2383 
Ghoſt. And finally, that through the di- 
vine power, which accompanied the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, multitudes were turned 
from darkneſs to light, and Joon * W ro 
JOINS” XU 


Tu RSE are the ssd 3 the 
grand events, which are ſet before us in 
facred hiſtory. A hiſtory which, at the 
ſame time that it informs us of a particu- 
lar diſpenſation for the redemption of man- 
kind by the Meſſiah, doth alſo contain an 
account of God's general providence, 28 
our moral Governor and Judge ;—an ac- 
count that is inſeparably connected with 
this very diſpenſation, in which the wifdom, 
the juſtice, and the goodneſs of the great 
Ruler of the world are illuſtrioufly diſplayed, 
and the doctrines of natural religion publiſh- 
ed with a high authority, and confirmed by 
the miracles wrought both in the Old and 
New Teſtaments.— Ah! what can thoſe 
men propoſe then, who go about to per- 
fuade us that all this hiſtory is mere fable, 


or 
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or uſeleſs ſpeculation ? audacious and foolifh 
attempt l. The bock of God ſtands on a 
foundation that will not be ſhaken, and is 
ſupported by an evidence that muſt be aſ- 
ſented to by all who entertain worthy ſen- 
timents of the Sovereign Being, and of 
their own rational nature. But what is the 
ſyſtem of religion they would erect on its 
ruins? Is it calculated for the hope and che 
comfort of creatures who are ſenſible of 
their own depravity, and wiſh to be reſtor- 
ed to rectitude? or does it pretend to in- 


troduce a Err of piety and morality * 1 
, OS, 5 oe 


» kinks dan ftw of the fyſtem of morgls 
which might de expeteg from ſome late writers, it would be 
proper firſt to attend to theif principles. Thus Lord Bolingbroke 
goodneſꝭ and Juſtice 5 therafqre ihey are quite crazed out of. his 
ſyſtem of Theology, He tells us too, that a future ſlate is a fable, 
that the Jewiſh and Chriſtan religions are falſe ; and, to crown 
all, that revelation itſelf is impoſſible. The practical tendency of 
.cheſe principles is obvious : hence he afferts, that © to preach up 
tte obligation of imitating'God is falſe and profane.” Phul. Eſſ. 
vol. 5. p. 65. Again, . That theology which pretends to deduce 
the quties of man from {petulations concerning the moral at- 
< tributes of God, is to be reckoned in the claſs of natural ma- 
gie,“ vol. 4. p. 6214 After this we will not be ſurpriſed to hear 


r that public ſolemn acts of 
religious 


( 224 ) 
more pure and-perfet than what we have 
in [We Bible? wa 'the e. alas! it 


1047 14771 noverturmns 
6c 6 religious dh lead to un which is fully, and that 
the notion of inw ard operations of the Spirit of God leads to en- 
„ thuſialm, which is madneſs.” In fine, that . the precepts of 

„ Jeſus Chriſt, conſidered as general duties, are imprafticab!c, 
« inconſiſtent with natural inſtinct, and quite deſtructive of foci- 
« ety,” vol. 4. p. 299. 300. (The flagitious and deteſtable dectrir.c- 
of theſe volumes were properly expoſed to, vH by one of the 
greateſt writers of the age.) Another author has given us a great 
deal of dry logic, for what end he beſt knows, In order to enibaraſs 
a maxim of common ſenſe, that every effect muſt be derived fi om 
a cauſe ſufficient to produce it: he hath diſputed againſt the pof- 
fibility of miracles, and wiſely endeayoured to ſhew, that nothing 
couli ever have happened at any time, that we do not ſęe in our 
own time, and that there cannot be an evidence ſtrong enough ro 
convince us of the contrary : and as to religion, following the tract 
ol his leader, he holds but two ſpecies of it, to wit, ſuperſtition 
and fanaticiſm, (See letters on Hume's hiſtory of Great Britain, 
by the learned Dr Maqueen:) It is hut natural for ſuch-a one to 
exclude purity of manners, ſelf denial, *mortification and humili- 
ty, from his ſcheme of morals, as being, in his opinion, vices ra- 
ther than virtues. To whieh are added man ſtrange doubts, and 
particularly, © whether adultery be a erime, unleſa when it 
* known.” What wretched ſtaff is all this! and how ſhocking al 
ſo to a virtuous mind, nay to every man in his ſober ſenſes! If this 
writer is ambitious of gaining the applauſe of hbertines, he hath 
what he aim at: — his books, containing theſe principles, will be 
ſure to meet with admiration, and will be peruſed with rapture 
b# the lewd and the profligate;—while the conſolation that his im- 
moral tenets yield to them, will be repaid with eager praiſe :— 
but when a certain Athenian had pronounced an oration, which 
the unthinking populace. received with a ſhout of applauſe, he 
turned about to a friend, and aſked him, Have I not faid forms 
fooliſh thing? 
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ovetturns: the foundations of both, and 
riſes upon the principles of a fiſt philoſe oply a 


that leaves us wirhour:;Gog, and without hope 
in the world without God, becauſe his mo- 


ral attributes of goadneſs and juſtice are ex- 


cluded from their idea. bf a ſirſt cauſe ;—wich- 
out hope, becauſe they make the ſoul of man 
to be material and mortal. * Impious prin- 
ciples! denouncing peſtilence and tuin to the 
human race! to reflect upon tlieir horrors 
unmoved, would be criminal ſtupidity. Er- 
rors of {mall -confequence, or even great 
ones, when propoſed with modeſty and can- 
dour, ſhould” be refuted with calmneſs; but 
bare · faced impiety, inſulting all Divine truth, 
and human reaſon! itſelf, with the moſt da- 


ring efffontery, merits. our higheſt; indigna- 


tion. - Philoſophy: is ĩt called? what, a diſ- 
graceful abuſe of this word, when it is ap- 
plied to that which blaſphemes religion, and 


defies the God of Nature! which is the 


bane and poiſon of all our hopes which 


reduces 8 humanity 10 the moſt forlorn and | 


friendleſs condition, by depriving it of the 
A moral 
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moral Governor of thie univerſe ; 
ing à providence, the ſubſtantiality of the 
fool, and a future ſtate ! How diſtal, How 
void of all comfbrt, is ſuch 4 wrerched 
creed! i Wicked men may wiſti to be fer fre: 
from the terrors with which rehgiott would 
alarm them, and to take refuge in death 
and atinihilation, to ſuvelthem from the hor- 
rors of immecliate deſpair; but virtuous 
minds nerd not, and will not fly to the gloo- 
my caverns of iuſidetity: perſoms of this 
character, and who are alfo-acquainted with 
theirownindipence and weakneſt, and with 
the uncertainty and vanity of all chings 2. 
found them, can have no ſolid comfort, no 
permanent ſatisfaction of mind, without the 
belief of a ſupreme” Governor. Unerring 
wiſdom, unde viating truth, almighty power 
and diffuſive goodneſs, muſt reſide in rhe 
univerſal Sovereign; and che ſcriptures aſ- 
ſore üs, that theſe, and every other perſecti- 
on, are actually in God in an infinitely high- 
er manner than we can poſſibly conceive. 
Here we have the moſt amiable and worthy 
8 deſcriptions 


0 tap - 
deſcriptions of the: Divine Being, and are 
taught, that he is nat ſuch aa ſoing have e- 
ſteemed him to be not a Being oſſended 
cably, and without cauſe, and pacified by 
frivolous ceremonies, enſlaved by neceſſity 
and fare, or who takes no cognitance of hu- 
man affairs, and cares not whether men be 
righteous or wicked z but as the obſerver of 
mens actlons, for ever engaged on the fide 
d on e 18 e e 10 be- 
men 
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And as Pe gers WP RES Rs man · 
kind to be in a ſtare of degradation and ruin, 
it gives joyful hope to the humble and the 
penitent, by aſſuring them, that the govern- 
ment of God admits of pardon. The diſ- 
penſation for our recovery pteſents us with 
an awful view of God's purity and juſtice, 
but ſoftened with à mild and amiable mix 
ture of mercy, for God is love, aud bath giv- 
through grace.-Gdd ſb loved the world, that 
* his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 

behieveth 


(an), 
believerh in him might not \periſh, bit hav: 
everlaſting; life and Chriſt, being made per- 
fet through” ſuffering,” became the author e- 
ternal ſalvation to all that obey him. What a 
bright diſplay have we here of the Divine be- 
nignity- and grace! and what an illuſtrious 
proſpect is hereby opened to our moſt en- 
larged hopes and deſires ! The adorable per- 
fections of our Creator do indeed lay claim 
to our veneration and love; but when we 
conſider theſe, as exerted in the adminiſtra- 
tion of human affairs, in carrying on and 
completing our happineſs, this makes them 
to ſhine with a more engaging and chiecr- 
ing luſtre. Are the wiſdom and omnipo- 
tence of God upon our fide, if we are indeed 
his loyal ſubjects, ſo as to render all things 
conducive to our real and everlaſting good 
doth his mercy ever follow us? is His faith- 
ſulneſs engaged to make us happy? doth 
his All- ſceing eye look with approbation on 
our ſincere endeavours to pleaſe and ſerve 
him? is the Son of God preparing manſi- 
ons of gory for all that love and obey him ? 

ordering 
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ordering every thing in their lot, ſo as to fit 
them for his heavenly. kingdom? does he 

guide them with his unſeen hand througli 
all che dangers of their Chriſtian courſe, 
and through all the ſtages of life? will he 
ſtand by them at the hour of death, pre- 
ferve them beyond the grave, and receive 
them into immortal happineſs? What 4 
broad foundation is here for our ſecurity 
and peace, for our ineffable ſatisfaction, 
and our ſteady hope of progreſſive and e- 
ternal felicity | The Lord God omni potent reigns 
erh, and therefore we will be glad! lo, thit 
ir our God, and "we have waited for him + % 
will truſt, and not be afraid; for the Lord 
FEHOVAH Sete . — 
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Two 55 my reverend fathers and ki: 
have I endeavoured to ſtare, in your hear- 
ing , thoſe arguments which eſtabliſn the 
credibility and importance of Scripture- 
Ws and to ſhew the futility and weak- 
R neſs 


* Thi yas ths cc ofthe lore dme bear 
the ſynod. 
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TL. 
neſs of ſome of the moſt plauſible objections 
that are urged againſt them. Perhaps it may 
be expected, both from the ſubject and occa- 
ſion, that I ſhould now addreſs myſelf to 
you by way of exhortation ; but my hor. 
ſtanding in the miniſtry would render this 
highly improper for me. Permit me only 
to ſay, that, as I truſt; it is from full con- 
viction of the ſacred authority of Scripture, 
and an ardent concern for the intereſts of 
religion, that we have devoted ourſelves to 
its ſtudy, and to the ſetvice of the goſpel, 
we ſhall reap unſpeakable advantage by cul- 
tivating a daily and familiar acquaintatice 
with theſe invaluable writing. The more 
we ſearch the oracles of truth and wiſdom, 
the better we underſtand them, they ſhall 
be ſtill more reliſhed and approved by our 
heſt taſte and judgment; and if to this be 


added a ſincere love of them, and a heart- 


felt ſenſe of the importance and excellence 
of the doctrines which they diſcloſe, we 
Mall be thus, in ſome meaſure, rightly qua: 
Yeo! for -ſopponing Sh ruth, im- 
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( 131 ) 
parting the knowledge of them to our hear- 
ers, —and for 'recommending them to their 
cordial belief, and moſt affectionate regard. 
Infidels have from time to time renewed 
their attempts to depreciate the Scriptures, 
and to ſink them into diſcredit: but theſe 
attempts have, in the end, ſerved only to e- 
ſtabliſh their ſacred character, and to diſplay 
their excellency. | Beſides theſe: leaders in 
the cauſe of impiety, | we ſhall meet with 
ſome who have never in the leaſt! attended 
to the evidences of religion, and who treat 
the Word of God with a ſcorn proportionate; 
to their ignorance: they ſeem to take it for 
granted, that Chriſtianity is diſcovered to 
be but a fable ;—and therefore, that no- 
thing remains for them, but to free them 
ſelves from its reſtraints, and to make it the. 
topic of their inſolent mirth and ridicule: 
alas! there are too many ſuch in our on 
age and nation, who have infinite need to 
be told, that nothing but a demonſtration 
againſt the being and government of a God 
can 1 them ſecurity in the midſt of their 
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Vicious courſes and that, unleſs they could 
demonſtrate the fal ſhood of Chriſtianity, to 


treat the goſpel and its inſt itutions with 
profane neglect, and irreverence, is without 
all excuſe. A ſerious attention to its cvi- 
dence, would ſoon convince them, that they 
have been far miſtaken in imagmimg chat it 
has no great ſtrength, and is not ſufficient- 
ly full and perſuaſive. Let · us pour out, my 
brethren, the tears of out compaſſion over 
them: let us pray for them, and embrace 
every proper occaſion to rere tr 
n 6-1/a H b19\ 
01 | 1 

The fine, tha we may righdy') know and 
follow out the great ends of our facred 
office, we will need often to re-mind our- 
ſelves of the important truths and laws re- 
corded in the Scriptures. | They contain 2 
hiſtory of God's perfections and moral go- 
vernment they ſhew us the relations He 
bears to His excarures, and the indiſpenſible 
duties ariſing out of theſe relations i—4hey 
dane che whole * of God ſor the re- 
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demption and ſalvstion of men t ere 1 
cord a character, the full axcelleneb of hich | 
ve tabnot poſſibly ideſcribs; but which, if 
we: love perfect goodneſs, we muſt be ena- 
moardd- of: Chtiſt Jeſus is our Maſter 
we are called by His Name :e are em 
ployed to bear His meſſage : to call upon 
mankind to believe in His Name, and to 
depart from all iniquity : before His dread 
tribunal we and an aſſemblad world are all 
ſhortly to appeat, where our final ſtate 
ſhall be determined according to our pre- 
ſent conduct, and to out regard or diſregard 
of what He hath taught, and done, and ſuf- 
fered:ith what ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit then 
ſhould we often put to outſelves the impor- 
tant queſtion, do we indead live undet the 
impreſſion of theſe great truths? n 
. PE me mak: 1, 4 
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Id whet a ee is e 
given, To preach the Word, and to be 
inſtant,“ in doing ſo? how dreadful to 

think, that immortal ſouls ſhould periſh | 
through \ 


— — — — a — 
2 - 


III 


( 134 ) 
through our negligence, or corrupt doctrinc, 
or through the noxious influence - of our 
bad example! how -animating, and how 
comfortable, on the other hand, the confi. 
deration, that by means of the pure and hez- 
venly doctrine we preach, and of a worthy 
example, which it is our care to ſet before 
them, we ſhall ſubſerve the grand defign of 
providence, and conduct men into the ways 
of righteouſneſs, of holineſs, and everlaſt- 
ing happineſs !| Surely he is but an unfaith- 
ful, and an unworthy: ſervant, who would 
not rather be the inſtrument of leading one 
of the meaneſt of his fellow creatures to the 
ſaving knowledge of God, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt, than fill the polite and the learned 
world with his own applauſe, if, in the 
mean time, his main buſineſs is forgotten, 
and the ſervice of his divine Maſter neglect- 
ed. In ſhort, if we have experienced the 
truth and energy of the goſpel doctrines up- 
on our own hearts, we ſhall need no other 
argument to engage us to the moſt unwea- 
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ried diligence and zeal for the ſalvation * 
mens ſouls. DW” 

Tus application of this ſubject comes 
likewiſe, properly addreſſed to all profeſſed 
Chriſtians. What - grateful acknowledg- 
ments are due to Providence for putting in- 
to your hands the precious Scriptures which. 
give you an account of ſuch intereſting facts 
and events! you value the writings which 
aſcertain your private property: you hold 
the charters of your public liberties dear and 
ſacred: but what are even theſe; to the 
Royal Archives, which contain a charter of 
pardon and eternal life, purchaſed by the 
Son of God? The conſequences of this dic 
penſation are unſpeakably intereſting to 
you, —and will reach through: eternity: 
and what is it that ſacred hiſtory, and the 
whole of revelation, ſets before us as the 
great end to which all the diſpenſations of 
God towards mankind ultimately refer? is 
it not this, the reſtoration of man to his 
favour, and to chat innocence and ri igh- 

teouſneſs 
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teouſne which are the lineaments of the 
divine image, and which bleſſed and adorn- 
ed man's primzval eſtate? You enjoy the 
nobleft means of acquiring heavenly: wil. 
dom being born under the diſpenſation 
of tho goſpel, you are called upon to belicve 
in Chriſt, under all the characters which hie 
bears, that you may have life througli 
his name: He gave himſelf for yum, that he 
might redeens you front all iniquity, aud pu. 
rofy you unto bimfelf a. peculiar people; cal 
our of good worh. IT grace ꝙ God, thus 
marvelouſly diſplayed, zcacherh you to-day all 
ung odlineſs and worldly laſts; and 10 live ſober- 
ly, rightconjly and godly ; to add ro your faith 
virtue, and to uirtur knowlkdge, temperance, 
purieme, gadtiine/s, brotherly kinduafs, aud cha- 
744y. Keep this then ever in your remem- 
brance, that a life and remper ſuitable to the 


faith which you-'profeſ; i what alone can 


denemmate you the diſciples-of. Chriſt ;— 
and, let me add, hat alone can firmly 
eſtabhſli your minds in the belief of the goſ- 
pel. The exact accompliſſiment o prophe- 
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cies, delivered through a long ſeries of ages, 
the glorious character of Chriſt, and the 
wonderful works done by him, his reſi ur- 
tection from the dead, his aſcenſion into 
heaven, the ſudden and univerſal ſpread of 
his goſpel, and the miraculous exertions of 
Almighty power; recorded in the Old and 
New. Teſtament, all this affords the moſt 
convincing proofs of the truth of Chriſtiani- 
ty: but it is che experimental ſenſe of what 
this religion is, and what it produceth, 

which fills the mind with all peace and joy 
in believing. Inattention to this great truth, 
and to the practical tendency of the goſpel. 
hath filled the world with Chriſtians. deſti- 
tute of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity z., whilſt 
their unworthy behaviour hath given, occa- 
ſion to the enemies of our Lord to reproach 
his venerable name, —Conſfider the pattern 
ſer before us in the character of our adora- 
ble Saviour, and that pure ſyſtem he deli - 

vered to the world, and compare theni 
with what is to he: obſerved in the lives of 


8 many 


CW 
many who wear the Chriſtian name, —ah 


what a ſtrange contraſt do you meet with 
What wonder if thoſe who are ignorant of the 
Chriſtian faith ſhould call in queſtion all we 
can ſay in its defence, and aſſert, that if our 
religion were heaven · deſcended, it muſt have 
produced very different effects! Thanks be 
to God, we can tell ſuch perſons, that every 
age which has paſſed ſince the firſt planting 
of our holy religion, eſpecially the early pe- 
riods of the church, have afforded living 
examples of the truth of Chriſtianity,.— 
who have been as much diſtinguiſhed for 
piety and every amiable virtue, as ſome of 
its falſe friends, now-a-days, are for vice 
and profaneneſs. We can tell them too, 
that our holy faith ſtands by irs own in- 
trinſic worth, and by the evidence that at- 
tends it; and that irs truth and excellence 
are no more leſſened by the unworthy uſe 
which men make of it, than the ſun ceaſes 
to ſhine when we ſhut our eyes againſt his 
light. But the beſt anſwer to all the cavils 
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of unbelieyers would be to ſhew -them the 
pure, the-transforming, and ſalutary influ- 
ence of the Chriſtian faith in your o. 
temper and conduct: this would effectually 

wipe off every foul imputation: this would 
be more valuable to. you than any, or eve- 
ry other, atteſtation ; for you would then 
have the witneſs of its truth in yourſelyes, 
In a word, whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are venerable, whatſoever things are pure, 
lovely, and of good report, to follow after and 
practiſe theſe things, is the indiſpenſible du- 
ty of a Chriſtian, the immutable law of 


% 


our Redeemer's kingdom; and he that bath 
cars to hear, let him hear. | "0th 


To conclude, from what this ſubje& has 
preſented to us, is it not natural for all true 
Chriſtians to turn their thoughts towards 
the full completion of Scripture- prophecy,. 
the univerſal eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's em- 
pire, —and the future eternal happineſs of 
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his ſubjects? when we compare the hiſtory 
of the world, in its different periods, with 
the ſacred predictions, and the account which 
holy writ gives us of God's government, 
what a ſure foundation i is laid for our faith 
and hope, as to what is yet to be accom- 
pliſhed ere the ſcene of rhe Divine admini- 
ſtration ſhall be cloſed! The grand theme 
of Old Teſtament prophecies, even the 
coming of the Meſſiah,” is fulfilled he, 
whoſe day the patriarchs and prophets fore- 
told, and ſaw a far off, was in due time re- 
vealed; ; the word was made fleſh, and dwell 
among us:— His Glory was beheld,” as :/: 
Glory of the only begotten of the Father, full 
H grace and truth: The prophecies rela- 
tive to the conqueſt of Jeruſalem by the Ro- 
mans, the final deſtruction of that city, and 
the rejection and diſperſion: of the Jewiſh 
nation, —how awfully have they been ac- 
compliſhed ! The Gentiles, according to an- 
tient predictions, have received the light of 
falvation; and we hope for the furthe; 

completion 
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completion of theſe predictions in the pro- 
greſſive propagation of the goſpel. The 
prophetic viſion of Daniel concerning che 
kingdoms that were to ariſe out of the 
fourth empire, and what is ſoretold, agree- 
ably to this, in the New Teſtament, with 
regard to the grand apoſtacy in the latter 
times, and he revelation of the. man of ſin 


is ſo cleared up by the event, that this ſub- 


ject ſeems now to be as plain, as it was for- 
merly dark and intricate. What relates 


to the deſtruction of Antichriſt, to the 


final reſtofation of the Jews, and the uni- 
verſal ſpread of the goſpel among the Gen- 
tiles, is yet to be accompliſhed. The night, 
we ſee, is far ſpent, and the day will break, 
when theſe glorious events ſhall take place; 
for then ſhall the dominion of righteouſneſs 
be eſtabliſhed, and the promiſe of our Lord's 
ſecond appearing be fulfilled, to the everlaſt- 
ing joy of all His ſervants. To this com- 
pletion of ſacred prophecy, to this con- 
cluſion of our Lord's Mediatorial govern« 
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ment, let our thoughts be frequently di- 


rected; whilſt it is our concern ſo to behave, 
as that we may be found of Him at laſt in 
peace, may obtain the ſentence of His final 
approbation, and be received into His eyer- 
laſting kingdom. Amen, -and Amen. 
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